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RIJEKA, Croatia -- With tensions still high across the Balkans, and Kosovo peace talks still unresolved, Task Force Rijeka II personnel took no chances when they established life support and operations areas within the port of Rijeka, Croatia.

As an added move of precaution and assurance, the task force, made up of soldiers and civilians from the 21st Theater Army Area Command, Military Traffic Management Command and 1st Cavalry Division, brought reinforcements—a port security and quick-reaction military police force.

Second Platoon, 554th Military Police Company from Stuttgart, Germany has been assigned this duty, and Sgt. 1st Class Richard Squires, 2nd Platoon Sergeant, said it is not a mission to take lightly, but one he feels fully confident that his platoon can accomplish.  

“The operation here in Rijeka gives my soldiers a chance to actually do the job they were trained to do back in the rear (Stuttgart),” Squires said. “Port security is a different mission than what we are usually trained for, but (our job) back at European Command Headquarters in Stuttgart is the same sort of mission...it’s just different terrain.”

According to Squires, here at the port of Rijeka, the 2nd MP Platoon is doing 24-hour joint security with the Croatian National Police Force, which includes entry control, building security, and roving patrol around the port and warehouse. The platoon will also be conducting boat patrols once the cargo ship carrying the 1st Cavalry Division equipment arrives.

Squires said that in addition to the main security force, the force-protection plan calls for two working dog MP patrols, five rail security personnel and five customs agents to inspect cargo returning to the United States.

1st Lt. Jeffrey Toczylowski, 2nd Platoon Leader and Task Force Rijeka II Deputy Provost Marshall, said he is especially pleased with the working relationship his platoon has established with the local Croatian National Police Force.

“The Croatian police are very eager to impress, not only us, but the U.S. Army, in general,” Toczylowski said. “I think they are trying to establish a relationship for future operations.

“Everything we have asked for, they gave us, and they gave us a lot more. We ask for an inch, and they give us a mile.”

The cooperation within the platoon itself is something to be commended as well, said Toczylowski.

“The platoon here at Rijeka is actually made up of three platoons from the 554th Military Police Company,” Toczylowski said. “Just three weeks prior to the deployment, 15 soldiers were augmented to the deploying platoon. The augmentation has worked well so far, and the mission here is running very smoothly. This is a credit to my noncommissioned officers and junior leaders.”  

“We have received a lot of good comments from senior officials about our conduct and professionalism,” Squires said. “Complements are nice, but we’re just doing our jobs.”
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