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RIJEKA, Croatia -- The mission of unloading, preparing and onward movement control of more than 350 vehicles, helicopters and storage containers into the Bosnia-Herzegovina area of operations is a task of grand proportion. But the appetite of the 350 strong task force assigned to complete this mission is also notably massive. The job of keeping these hungry mouths fed is a challenge all of it’s own, one that Master Sgt. Donald Cleveland doesn’t take lightly.

Cleveland, food-service supervisor by trade, works as a food service operations sergeant for the 29th Support Group, headquartered at Kaiserslautern, Germany.  His mission there varies drastically from what he is doing at the Adriatic port of Rijeka since the mission began in mid-February.

Cleveland is in charge of contracting, procuring and consolidating all of the food-service products for Task Force Rijeka II.

“It’s not a job for everyone, but it’s a job that I take very seriously,” Cleveland said. “There are only a couple of things that affect a soldier’s morale: money, mail and three square meals.

“Without them, we (the senior leadership) cannot expect our troops to perform to their utmost potential with professionalism and pride,” said Cleveland.

Cleveland said he believes his job is one of the most rewarding in the Army.

“My success is measured by providing the task force with the right supplies and quantities at the right time and place,” Cleveland said.  “The soldiers’ needs are my top priority.”

Cleveland said he would be remiss if he didn’t mention the hard work and professionalism of the Task Force Rijeka II dining facility staff.

“They’re the best,” Cleveland said. “If you have any doubts, go in and try one of their meals. I recommend you do, and take time to thank them for their hard work. They deserve the gratitude.”

Cleveland, who was promoted to master sergeant Feb. 25 at the port of Rijeka by Lt. General Robert S. Coffey, U.S, Army, Europe deputy commander, has held a wide variety of jobs and positions during his tenure in the Army. 

As an enlisted aid for numerous general officers to include Coffey, and the Joint Chiefs of Staff of the Army Gen. John M. Shalikashvili ,  Cleveland prepared elaborate dishes and full-course meals for such high-ranking defense officials as the Secretary of the  Army Togo West, and Secretaries of Defense William J. Perry and William S. Cohen, and  numerous foreign military dignitaries, as well.

Cleveland said he has high expectations for the future, but in the mean time he said he’s leaving his options wide open.

“I am not committing myself completely to anything at the moment. Except, of course, ensuring that everyone here at Task Force Rijeka II are taken care of,” Cleveland said. “That’s my number one priority.”
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