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It’s 2:30 a.m. and most everyone has long since called it a day and gone to sleep.  But rounding the corner of the building, two silhouettes move tenaciously forward breaking the still of the night.  One holding a flashlight, the other his nightstick.  As they move closer, their battle dress uniforms and holsters remain barely visible in the dimness of the street lights.


Their job is not a job for everyone.  It’s not from nine to five, and it’s not ever the same.  But the soldiers from the 554th Military Police Company’s 3rd Platoon know the importance of their work, and they do it to the best of their ability.

1st Lt. Edwin Escobar, 3rd Platoon Leader, said that working in support of Task Force Rijeka is an important mission for his platoon.  With 30 military police soldiers under his command, Escobar said force protection is their main objective and his biggest priority.

“We’re accomplishing so many various missions right now,” Escobar said. “We’re marking the convoy routes; escorting convoys and VIPs; pulling perimeter guard and roving patrols; controlling access into the port; guarding the boat and the equipment; and we have two quick-reactionary force teams on stand-by.”  


 The soldiers of 3rd Platoon are very dedicated and  very experienced, said Sgt. 1st Class Stacy Ferguson, 3rd Platoon Sergeant. “I know they can accomplish these missions (here in Rijeka).  “It’s a piece of cake for them.” 


Ferguson said 3rd Platoon has had lots of practice as of late.  They just returned from a 90-day deployment to Slavonski Brod, Croatia in support of Operation Joint Forge and one year earlier they deployed for nine months to Hungary and Croatia in support of Operation Joint Endeavor and Operation Joint Guard.


“The mission here is totally different than our mission in Slavonski Brod.  There we did convoy security and convoy escorts.  “Here we’re doing just about every MP mission there is,” Escobar said.


“This operation (in Rijeka) was a rapid deployment mission for us,” said Ferguson.   “We were just finishing up in Slavonski Brod when we got the call.  We staged our equipment in Taszar, Hungary, deployed back to central region to see our families for two weeks, and then rapidly deployed to Rijeka.”


Private 1st Class Michael Gonsalves, said they were fortunate to spend any time at home at all.  “We lucked out, being deployed, then actually being able to come back home for awhile before leaving again,” said Gonsalves, a military police driver in 3rd Platoon.


“I thought going back for such a short time would be a problem, but actually it turned out to be an enhancement because at least we had a break to go see our families and loved ones and then re-deploy,” Ferguson said. 


“It’s not often that my unit gets to deploy on missions like this,” said Escobar. “There’s a lot of experience to be picked up here.”


“We’re working side-by-side with civilian and military policemen from Croatia.  There are 80 Croatians military police soldiers and 26 local municipal police here with us,” Escobar said. 


“This is the first time in the 13 years of my career that I have had the opportunity to do a port mission where we actually got to work with the international police,” Ferguson said.   “I’ve never worked in a joint task force with another military police force before.  And most of my soldiers have never had that opportunity before either, or this is their first deployment so it’s very exciting.”
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