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Taking care of business – EOD techs clear unexploded ordnance from US sector of Kosovo

by Sgt. Tami Lambert, 21st Theater Support Command PAO


Providing force protection and freedom of movement to KFOR are the top two priorities for the soldiers assigned to 720th Ordnance Company (EOD), who are currently deployed to Kosovo. The Mannheim unit has been deployed since July, and during that time they have recovered and destroyed thousands of unexploded ordnance, to include mines, missiles, small arms, projectiles, and grenades.


Since the deployment has began, the EOD workload has consisted of responding to incidents, conducting demo ranges, clearing schools, surveying drop sites, and conducting classes.


“We got a tasking to clear all the schools before the first day of school. I thought that was a very good mission,” said Staff Sgt. Warren Cariaso, EOD team leader. “In the schools we mostly found training aids and training weapons ranging from grenades, land mines, and guns. It was sad to see that the children were being taught to use these different types of weapons in school.”


“Clearing the schools for munitions and just seeing the children’s reaction when they see us, makes it all worth while over here,” said Cariaso. “They chant, ‘NATO, NATO’ and I keep telling them, ‘Americans, Americans, Americans.’ I love going to the remote sites and seeing the children…giving them candy…and seeing their eyes light up. It makes you realize just how good we have it.”


Even though the EOD soldiers are out removing mines and other unexploded ordnance from the area, they still feel as though they should be doing more. “It makes me feel sad that I can’t do more for 







- more -

these people,” said Sgt. 1st Class Charles Lee, Operations NCO. “I really do my best to stay away from the kids because I have three kids of my own and I could never imagine them having to live like this. It just doesn’t seem right.”


It’s been nearly four months since the deployment began, and the number of incidents the EOD techs have responded to is approximately 500. The incidents vary from day to day, said Cariaso. “One day you may do a mass grave site, or you might get a land mine call, or you might just have what we call ‘pick up and carry away’ which is usually hand grenades and small arms.” 


Accomplishing the mission of removing all unexploded ordnance from the U.S. sector of Kosovo has been a combined effort between the Army, Air Force, and Navy. The team is comprised of 27 soldiers, airman, and seaman, all striving for one thing…saving lives.


“Working with the Air Force and Navy has been a good training experience for all of us, we’ve learned a lot from each other,” said Cariaso. “Each service does things a little different because of our different missions back home, but it’s been great cross-training with the other services.”


Although some may feel people who deal with unexploded ordnance must be crazy, the EOD techs say, “We’re just careful and we know our job,” said Cariaso. “When I respond to an incident, every emotion is running through me. I’m nervous, I’m scared, but yet I’m excited. Everything in my mind is going 100 miles an hour. I’m always thinking two steps ahead.”


EOD techs are trained to think ahead so they’re able to handle any situation. “Command and control is our bread and butter,” said Cariaso.
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