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For the past eight months, the Deployment Processing Center, Rhine Ordnance Barracks, Kaiserslautern has been processing soldiers, equipment, and supplies downrange in support of deployments and exercises.


“We’ve supported approximately 650 aircraft flights, and 2,500 pieces of equipment, and 6,500 soldiers have processed through the center in the past eight months,” said Maj. Edward Buckner, DPC officer in charge.  “We are now on our 14th different operation.”


In it’s most recent operation, Task Force Falcon, DPC personnel have been working around the clock to ensure the soldiers, equipment, and supplies are processed and ready to go when their number comes up for supporting the Kosovo mission.


“We ensure all the equipment and supplies are palletized according to Air Force standards, which are very specific, so it’s ready to go on an aircraft load,” said Buckner. “This way, our equipment can flow on their aircraft and we can get the force down there that the commander needs.”


With every new thing comes a little anxiety and anxiety is exactly what the majority of the soldiers preparing for this most recent deployment are feeling.  Although there’s some anxiety there, Buckner said the soldiers are well prepared to carry out the mission.  


“Basically, a soldier in the United States Army lives for the day to deploy,” he said. “That’s what we’re trained for, what we’ve planned for, and that’s what we want to do.”


So, when units arrive at the center, DPC personnel process them through and work to make the experience as painless as possible. They’ve been able to do that due to teamwork.


“It’s a total teamwork effort,” Buckner emphasized.  “That’s one of the biggest thing we’ve learned, and we keep it in the back of our minds that there’s no single source able to do this total mission by themselves.”
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