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It all began Easter weekend when Spc. Clarence Clark got a call from the 66th Transportation Company operations office saying he was needed to transport cargo.


Clark, a truck driver for 66th Trans. was one of the 20 drivers called in during the Easter weekend to transport Humanitarian Relief cargo, which included MRE’s, water, tents, prefabricated buildings, and heaters.


Despite the fact that most soldiers were supposed to have a four-day weekend, Clark knew how important the mission was; getting the supplies to people who really need them was the top priority. “I’ve been downrange before and have seen what those people go through,” he said. “All the soldiers here are here to provide peace and serve NATO.”


“In the first five days of the humanitarian relief operations, the 37th Transportation Command, comprised of the 6966th Transportation Truck Terminal and the 28th Transportation Battalion, accumulated more than 13,000 miles to support the Kosovo refugees,” said Capt. Linda Steinholtz, chief, highway operations.


Since the current operations have kicked off, 37th TRANSCOM personnel have been working around the clock to ensure cargo gets from Point A to Point B as quickly as possible.


“Our optempo is really not a whole lot different, but our reaction time of course is a lot quicker due to the mission, said Sgt. Gregg Waterman, transportation supervisor for 37th TRANSCOM. In support of the humanitarian relief operations, five trucks during the day and another five trucks during the night have been set aside to transport cargo to Ramstein Air Base, which is the primary port for humanitarian relief cargo.






- more -


“Throughout the week our drivers pull over three hundred missions a day,” said Steinholtz. “In addition to current and humanitarian aid operations, they pull weekend missions that include delivering mail, refrigeration vans, general and high priority cargo supporting Task Force Eagle in Bosnia and missions in Central Region. So receiving a call over Easter weekend to support humanitarian relief operations makes our mission even more worthwhile.”


Sgt. Jeff Miller, operations NCO for 66th Trans., believes the drivers are the ones who make it happen. “Nothing happens until something moves. Computers can only do so much. These guys are the ships of the road. They’re out there dealing with the traffic, the weather, and working all hours of the day and night. Nothing’s going to get to the aircraft if they don’t have somebody to move it.”


As long as there’s need for humanitarian relief cargo down range, the truckers in the TRANSCOM will continue to provide support, delivering cargo from storage depots and industrial centers, and transporting the cargo to the flight line and other destinations.  
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