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Before American soldiers take the first step toward deployment in support of Task Force Hawk, one organization has already coordinated behind the scenes to determine what supplies they may need and how to get the materiel to the correct destination.  The unit that serves as a supply link for the much-needed supplies for soldiers throughout United States Army, Europe is the 200th Theater Army Materiel Management Center (TAMMC.)  The 200th TAMMC is a subordinate unit of the 21st Theater Army Area Command, located on Panzer Kaserne in Kaiserslautern and commanded by Lt. Col. Michael Cervone.


 According to Cervone, “Our role within the TAACOM is to maintain the management and stock record account oversight of theater stocks that support all of the units in the U.S. Army, Europe from a general support and industrial operations perspective.”

The unit is responsible for an array of equipment, repair parts, and 

- more -

 supplies for engines, transmissions, tanks, aviation blades, camouflage nets, and general supplies.  At the heart of the 200th TAMMC is a two-tiered supply system, the Standard Army Retail Supply System-Objective, commonly known as SARSS-O, that helps to manage this inventory.  SARSS-O provides users a view of what is on hand in warehouses, what supplies units request, due-outs, inventory processes, management functions, and historical records.  The SARRS-O system currently houses data on repair parts and supplies valued at $246 million.   

When asked about maintaining supply lines to difficult locations, Cervone replied, “We can provide supplies to soldiers in an austere environment with no support.  If a supporting materiel management center doesn’t stock items that are required, it would contact the 200th to confirm stock availability.  Based upon the document numbers, our employee would direct the warehouse to pull the items, post them for requisition, and prepare them for shipping.”    

In light of current theater operations, perhaps the busiest of all divisions within the TAMMC is the Munitions Division.  Cervone said, “Whether it’s a small detachment, a company or battalion, all units require a number of

- more -

different types of ammunition to provide force protection or to conduct combat operations.”

“The Munitions Division works with the planners at the corps and division levels to identify ammunition requirements and make sure we have what they need on hand, Cervone continued.  “The Munitions Division issues release instructions to the depots so that they can pull the proper ammo, and pack it in the appropriate size packages -- in the proper order.”  

Another important mission of the multi-faceted 200th TAMMC is fuel allocation.  The Petroleum Management Division (PMD) in Bamberg coordinates with VCorps, USAREUR and EUCOM planners on how best to set up conditions for providing fuel to units.  The TAMMC tracks accountability of fuel that the Army purchases from the Defense Energy System Command or, if the Army uses another nation’s fuel, the PMD arranges for payment.

Regardless if it is routine missions within USAREUR or sustainment for peacekeeping and combat operations, the 200th TAMMC is the organization that will coordinate supplies and equipment for those units involved.
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