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As the mission heats up downrange, so does the mission at the Deployment Processing Center, Rhine Ordnance Barracks, Kaiserslautern. Soldiers, vehicles and equipment line up in chalks to be deployed to various staging areas throughout the European Command’s theater of operations.


“We’ve got a host of units working together to get these soldiers prepared to go downrange,” said Maj. Edward Buckner, DPC officer in charge. “We’ve got just about everyone in the 21st Theater Army Area Command involved in this mission.”


Soldiers, vehicles and equipment bound for areas in the Former Yugoslavia Republic and other areas come to the DPC for processing. Soldiers are processed to make sure all their paperwork is in order and they are entered into a computer system at the DPC. Vehicles and equipment are inspected for mechanical soundness and any identified problems are fixed on the spot at the DPC’s motor pool.


“We’ve got over a hundred mechanics from 21st TAACOM and 3rd Corps Support Command (working) in a combined effort to get these guys down range,” said LT. Donald Weakley, shop officer. “We do all the repairs necessary to get these (vehicles) on the aircraft to fly downrange.”


While the average time a vehicle is in the shop is three hours, some more complex operations take a little longer, Engine replacement has been one of the more challenging missions facing the mechanics here, but they have been able to replace engines in about eight hours. This keeps them well within the DPC’c goal of processing a battalion-sized unit within 72 hours.


“Over the past few weeks we’ve done way over battalion sized units in that time,” said Buckner, commenting on the success of the mission so far.


Once vehicles, equipment and soldiers are ready to go downrange, the DPC regroups and prepares for the next wave of troops to hit the ground. Working twelve-hour shifts with operations around the clock, soldiers throughout the DPC put in tremendous efforts to keep the force flowing through. However, the heavy workload doesn’t seem to get the soldiers down too much. Knowing they’re supporting a real mission keeps them going.


“The troops stay focused that what they’re doing is in support of a real mission,” said Capt. Stephen Ma, commander 5th Maintenance Company. “They know they’re not working weekends and long hours for no reason.”

