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AEAPM-S-VR 


                                                                   1 July 2002

INFORMATION PAPER

SUBJECT:  Storage, Disposal and or Shipment of Privately Owned Firearms (POF) to the United States (US) by US Forces Personnel

1.  PURPOSE:  To inform US Forces personnel who possess POF in Germany of the alternatives available to comply with CG USAREUR order to register POF with  German authorities or otherwise dispose of the POF by 30 Sep 02.  Those who plan to keep the POF and who do not obtain a German weapons possession card (WBK) by 30 Sep 02 covering their POF must store them in unit or Rod and Gun Club (RGC) arms room.  POF that are not covered by a WBK or maintained in unit or RGC arms room must be disposed of by shipment to US, sale or transfer to an authorized person with a WBK, or turned in for destruction. 

2.  REFERENCE: 

     a.  USAREUR Reg 190-6,USAFE Instruction 21-204, CINCUSANAVEUR Instruction 5300.15H, Registration and Control of Privately Owned Firearms and Other Weapons in Germany, 9 Apr 02 

     b.  CG, Policy Letter 31, Possession of POF by US Forces Personnel 20 May 02. 

     c.  AR  55-71, Transportation of Property and Related Services 15 Sep 84.

3.  DISCUSSION:

     a.  German POF Registration.  Individuals may qualify for German POF registration by joining a shooting, hunting or RGC and participating in the training, competition, and certification, necessary to qualify for issuance of a hunting license or qualification as a sport shooter.  Training Certification, Commanders Certification of Reliability and FBI background check are required to qualify an owner for WBK, which carries with it the legal right to possess POF and to retain the POF in family quarters or off post housing.

     b.  POF Storage in Arms Rooms.  POFs not covered by a WBK  may be stored in unit or RGC arms rooms, if space is available.  Capacity in some ASB/BSB arms rooms is insufficient for POF storage.   POF may need to be transferred to locations where sufficient storage exists.  POF must remain in unit or RGC arms rooms until PCS of owner.  POF may only be removed for shipment of POF in HHG or by commercial shipment to US, and/or disposition by sale or destruction listed below. 
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     c.  POF Shipment to CONUS.  

          (1)  POF may be shipped at government expense in HHG or unaccompanied baggage to the US if the owner is within 6 months of PCS and has an entitlement to government shipment.  All other shipments are at personal expense.

          (2)  POF acquired overseas and those for which the owner has no proof he/she previously shipped the POF from the U.S. requires approval from Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (BATF) prior to import to the US.  Approval normally takes 6-8 weeks following BATF receipt of request.

          (3)  BATF permit is required to import POF and ammunition, regardless of date of purchase, except for:

                (a)  POF and ammunition previously exported from the US by the soldier and now being returned to the US. 

     (b)  Antique and black powder firearms.

                (c)  POF and ammunition shipped by a licensed dealer in the US direct to a soldier on active duty overseas, or specifically for the soldier through an authorized overseas rod and gun club (RGC) or a service retail exchange facility. Ammunition may not be shipped as part of HHG or unaccompanied baggage because this is specifically prohibited by the Joint Travel Regulations and applicable service regulations. 

                (d)  POF classified as war trophies, when accompanied by a properly completed, original DD Form 603, indicating that the firearm was registered as a war trophy by the soldier on or before 13 Mar 73.

          (4)  Importation of POF to the US is subject to the following conditions:

                (a)  POF must be suitable for sporting purposes or be a properly registered war-trophy firearms covered by a DD Form 603 and not prohibited firearms (such as surplus military weapons).

     (b)  POF must be intended solely for the personal use of the individual and not for resale.

      (c)  Shipment of POF is limited to the place of residence of the soldier or to the soldier’s permanent duty station and must be in compliance with all applicable Federal, state, and territorial laws of the place of residence.
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     (d)  Additionally, POF owner must be in compliance with applicable state laws governing the location of the US port of entry, where the soldier will arrive on return from the overseas location, if the POF owner elects to personally carry the firearm.

     (e)  Individuals must obtain BATF approval to import the POF by applying for a permit to import firearms or ammunition on an ATF Form 6–Part II (Military) or Part I(Civilians) (Application and Permit for Importation of Firearms, Ammunition and Implements of War).  This form may also be downloaded from the BATF website at http://www.atf.treas.gov/forms/pdfs/f53303b.pdf.  Personnel should submit the completed application in triplicate at least 60 days before the intended importation.  However, POF previously brought from the US does not require BATF approval, as long as proof of prior ownership can be provided, such as:

       (1) Customs Form 4457 (Certificate of Registration for Personal Effects Taken Abroad). 

       (2)  Bill of sale from the US.

       (3)  DD Form 1299 (Application for Shipment and/or Storage of Personal Property).

       (4)  State or local weapon registration.

       (5)  Other evidence of prior ownership in the US.

     d.  SALE or Transfer of POF:

         (1)  Individuals can dispose of their long guns by selling to an authorized individual.   Handguns and long guns may only be sold to persons who have permission from the German government to purchase.  Hunters can purchase long guns based upon possession of a valid Hunting license and WBK, but any purchaser needs to get permission to buy a handgun. 

          (2)  Sale to a non ID card holder requires a Permit to Transfer, AE Form 2074, and joint transfer between buyer and seller at a German Customs Office.  A copy of the transfer form or the stamped AE Form 2074 cancels POF registration with US Forces.
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     e.  Disposition of POF by Donation, Destruction, Mailing or Commercial Shipment to US.  

          (1)  Unwanted POF may be donated to RGC or turned-in to MP or Security Forces for destruction (a receipt should be obtained as basis for canceling  the POF registration).  Ammunition must be turned-in to German police for destruction or donated to RGC, if acceptable.  Military Police will not accept ammunition.

          (2)  Long guns may be mailed/shipped through APO system to a Federal Firearms Licensed (FFL) importer only.  They may not be mailed to private individuals because this violates US law.  

                   (a)  Individuals who mail long guns must complete Postal Service Form 2976-A (Customs Declaration and Dispatch Note). Copies 1, 2, and 3 of the customs declaration must be placed in the parcel with the long gun. Copy 4 must be given to the post office.  A copy of the ATF Form 6A approval from ATF must accompany the firearm.

                (b)  The nature of the contents will not be placed on the outside of the parcel.

          (3)  Individuals may not mail handguns through the US Postal System, APO, or directly (by the owner) through the German Postal System.  There are special provisions for the importation of handguns into certain states.  UPS and FEDEX will not import or ship POF.  POF may only be shipped commercially (German importer) to an FFL in the US.  Transportation offices can supply names and addresses of local shippers

     f.  Additional Guidelines that Govern The Mailing, Shipping, and Hand-Carrying POF to the US.

          (1)  A detailed discussion of importing firearms into the US and its territories is provided in Appendix B of USAREUR Regulation 190-6, reference b. above.  However, there have been numerous changes in US law that directly impact on the ability of individuals to import a POF into the US.  Questions concerning customs requirements should be directed to USEUCOM’s Customs Executive Agency at DSN 381-7610.


     (2) Passengers traveling aboard commercial aircraft (including aircraft chartered or controlled by US Forces) are prohibited from carrying firearms and ammunition in the passenger compartment or when entering or exiting from the aircraft. POFs may be transported  as checked baggage and secured in a locked container, inside checked 
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baggage or in a crush proof case.  POF must be unloaded and the transporting airline should be informed of the shipment, prior to arriving for flight.  US Federal law requires passengers transporting firearms sign a Firearm Declaration Form SS-161 at the counter check-in.  A copy of the form will be kept in the locked firearms container. 



   (3)  Additionally, there are special provisions for the importation of handguns into certain states.  The following extract provides some of the applicable requirements:




       (a) BATF Revenue Ruling 74-13 requires individuals to comply with the laws of their state or territory of residence.  If the state or territory of residence requires a permit or other authorization before taking possession of a handgun, the owner must submit proof of compliance with the state or territory requirement to the BATF with an applicable ATF Form 6.




       (b) Persons who want to import a handgun into the states or territories listed below, either as a resident or on PCS assignment, must submit applicable state certification to the BATF with the applicable ATF Form 6:

State and Territory 



Write to:  




District of Columbia



Metropolitan Police

Firearms Registration Section

300 Indiana Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20000

Massachusetts



Firearms Record Bureau

1010 Commonwealth Avenue

Boston, MA 02215

Guam 




Honolulu Police Department

Firearms Section

1455 South Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96814

New York 




New York State Police

State Campus

Albany, NY 12226

Hawaii 




Honolulu Police Department

Firearms Section

1455 South Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96814
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State and Territory 



Write to:  

Puerto Rico 




Superintendents

CPO Box 70166

San Juan, PR 00936

Illinois 




Firearms Owners Identification

1035 Outer Park Drive West

Springfield, IL 62704

Virgin Islands 



Department of Public Safety

Investigations Bureau

Charlotte Amalie

St. Thomas, VI 00801



        (c)  Individuals may ship long guns or handguns (with the required BATF authorization) by German Post or commercial freight at personal expense through a German firearms dealer who is licensed to ship or mail POF to a Federal Firearms Licensed (FFL) Importer in the US.  The German firearms dealer must be provided the full name, address, and license number of the FFL who will receive the shipment in the US when export arrangements are made.   The FFL importer will ensure compliance with all US law requirements. 



         (d)  An example of a German Licensed organization that can ship handguns and long guns to the United States is Jagd und Sport Waffen, Herr Trampler, Seckenheimer Hauptstrasse, 150, 68239 Mannheim, telephone 0621-4816027.   The cost to ship one long gun to the US is approximately $100.00.  Fees for FFL and German handlers will vary by location, weight of the shipment and the number of POF being imported.  Many local firearms dealers will only handle POF that they sell, so it is best to ask first.

       (e)  When shipping firearms with unaccompanied baggage, HHG, or as a separate shipment against a weight allowance, soldiers must complete DD Forms 1252, 1252-1, and 1299.  These forms may be obtained from the local transportation office.  All expenses associated with shipment of POF without PCS orders will be borne by the owner
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4.  Failure to comply with CG’s order to legally possess or otherwise dispose of POF by 30 Sep 02, may result in adverse judicial or administrative action being taken against the POF owner under USAREUR Reg 600-1, Regulated Activities of Members of the U.S. Forces, Civilian Component, and Family Members, 13 Jul 99, and USAREUR Reg 27-9 Misconduct by Civilians, 21 May 02.

5.  At Enclosure 1 is a flow chart outlining procedures for obtaining a German WBK.   Enclosure 2 prescribes procedures for sale, shipment and disposal of POF.  Questions concerning customs requirements should be directed to USEUCOM’s Customs 

Executive Agency at DSN 381-7610.  Questions concerning registration and storage of POF should be addressed to RMV at DSN 386-7271.

AUTHENTICATION________________________  DATE: _________________
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