LTC Denise A. Council-Ross graduated from the University of Virginia with a B.A. degree in 1983.  She went on to complete her post-graduate studies, receiving a juris doctorate degree from Washington & Lee University School of Law in 1986.  She entered the United States Army Judge Advocate General’s Corps by direct commission in 1987.

Her first assignment was with the 7th Infantry Division (Light) at Fort Ord, California where she served as an Administrative Law attorney, a Legal Assistance attorney, and a trial defense counsel.  While with 7th ID, she deployed to the Sinai for the multinational force and observers peacekeeping mission.  Upon her return from the Sinai, she moved on to become the Senior Defense Counsel with the 5th Infantry Division (Mechanized) at Fort Polk, Louisiana.  After serving 2 years as the SDC, she became the Chief of Administrative Law for the 5th ID Office of the Staff Judge Advocate.  Her first tour to Germany began in 1993 when, assigned to 3rd Brigade, 1st Armored Division, she served as the Officer-in-Charge of the Coleman Law Center.  In 1994, she became the Command Judge Advocate for 5th Signal Command.  Her tour in Germany was followed by attendance at the Judge Advocate General’s School Graduate Course where she earned a masters degree in law.  Following the Graduate Course, she served as a Special Assistant United States Attorney for the Eastern District of Virginia, in Alexandria, Virginia.  Her next assignment was as the Deputy Staff Judge Advocate at Fort Belvoir, Virginia.  She then returned to Germany to become the Chief of Justice at the 21st Theater Support Command before moving to her current position as Regional Defense Counsel for the U.S. Trial Defense Service, Region VII.

Her awards include the Meritorious Service Medal (with 3 oak leaf clusters), the Army Commendation Medal (with 1 oak leaf cluster), the National Defense Service medal and the Multinational Force and Observers Medal.

LTC Council-Ross is from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and is married to MAJ(P) Byron Ross.  They have one son, Byron II, age 5.  

