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I.  INTRODUCTION

A.  Comparison of Statistical Data (FRG - USA)
	
	Federal Republic of Germany

	United States of America

	States
	16 States ("[Bundes-]Länder")
	50 States

	Seize
	137,820 sq. miles
	3,618,770 sq. miles

(California: 158,706 sq. miles)

	Population
	82,600,000
	248,710,000

(California: 30,377,000)

	Capital
	Berlin

	Washington, DC

	Biggest Cities

(inhabitants in millions)
	Berlin (3.4)

Hamburg (1.7)

Munich (1.3)
	New York City (7.4)

Los Angeles (3.5)

Chicago (2.8)

	Houses of Parliament

- Upper House:

- Lower House:
	- Federal Council ("Bundesrat")

- Federal Parliament ("Bundestag")
	Congress

- Senate

- House of Representatives

	Head of Federal State
	President ("Bundespräsident")
	President

	Head of Federal Government
	Chancellor ("Bundeskanzler")
	President

	Head of State Government
	Minister-President ("Ministerpräsident")
	Governor


B.  Historical Settings
1.  On the way to a German Empire

Throughout its history, Germany has hardly ever had a centralist structure.  Quite to the contrary it suffered from regional and cultural decentralization.  The Romans never completely conquered Germany.  They did not make it to the northern parts of Germany.  Prince Hermann Cheruskerer defeated the Roman army (3 legions) under Varus in 9 A.D.
.  During the time of the (German) Holy Roman Empire of German Nations (9/10th century - 1806)
 there had been numerous of principalities
 and kingdoms.  It had never been more than a loose union of states.  The 30-Year's War (1618-1648) split Germany once more.  The north converted to Protestant rule under Swedish King Gustav Adolf while the South remained under Catholic control.

It was not before 1848 when German politicians tried to establish a nation wide parliamentary monarchy similar to the British example - but failed.  Instead unity was brought about by two wars.  In the Seven Weeks War Prussia and Austria fought about supremacy among the German States in 1866
.  Following Prussian's victory, the Prussian Chancellor Otto von Bismarck
 formed the North German Confederation in 1867.  In 1870 he maneuvered France into declaring war
.  North and South German states unitedly fought together against France and after the quick defeat of France, Bismarck formed the German Empire
 and on January 18, 1871
, in Versailles, proclaimed King Wilhelm I of Prussia German emperor
.  The only other potential rival as German emperor, King Ludwig II of Bavaria, was bought off
.

2.  Development after World War II

At the end of World War II all Germans above the age of 45 had spent their youth under the German Empire (1871-1918), those being around 30 had grown up in the Weimar Republic
 (1918-1933) while all under 15 knew nothing else but the Nazi regime (1933-1945).

In 1945 Germany was divided into four occupation zones by the allied forces (France, Great Britain, Soviet Union and United States).  Greater Berlin was given a four-power status and a part of East Prussia was placed under Soviet administration.  The other eastern territories beyond the Oder and Neiße rivers came under Polish administration, while the "Saar territory" was incorporated in the French economic, customs and monetary area.  Yet, in 1957 it reverted back to Germany, following a referendum held in the Saar territory.

Of the newly established West German states, only Bavaria (from which Rhinepfalz was separated) and the two Hanseatic cities of Hamburg (to which Altona was added) and Bremen (including Bremerhaven)
 could claim to have a traditional political identity.  All other states were artificially created under the influence of the occupation forces
.  The largest and, thereto most influential State of Prussia was split up and the name itself abolished.

The period from 1949, when the FRG was founded, to 1990 is generally referred to as the Bonn Republic. Since the unification (Oct. 3, 1990)
 a lot of changes have taken place and now one generally speaks of the Berlin Republic
	The 16 Länder
	Area in sq. miles
	Population 2005 in millions
	Capital city
	Members of the Federal Parlia-

ment in 2005
	Members of the Federal Council (votes in 2005)
	Members

of the State Parlia-

ment in 2005

	Baden-Würtemberg
	13,804
	10.7
	Stuttgart
	76
	6
	   128

	Bavaria
	27,240
	 12.5
	Munich
	89
	6
	   180

	Berlin
	     343
	  3.4
	Berlin
	22
	4
	   141

	Brandenburg
	11,380
	  2.6
	Potsdam
	21
	4
	    88

	Bremen
	     156
	  0.7
	Bremen
	04
	3
	    83

	Hamburg
	     292
	  1.7
	Hamburg
	14
	3
	   121

	Hesse
	  8,152
	  6.1
	Wiesbaden
	43
	5
	   110

	Lower Saxony
	18,281
	  8.0
	Hanover
	62
	6
	   183

	Mecklenburg-

Western Pomerania
	  9,042
	  1.7
	Schwerin
	13
	3
	     71

	North-Rhine/

Westphalia
	13,155
	 18.1
	Düsseldorf
	130(!)
	6
	   187

	Rhineland-Palatinate
	  7,662
	  4.1
	Mainz
	32
	4
	   101

	Saarland
	     992
	  1.1
	Saarbrücken
	10
	3
	     51

	Saxony
	  7,107
	  4.3
	Dresden
	36
	4
	   124

	Saxony-Anhalt
	  7,893
	  2.5
	Magdeburg
	23
	4
	   115

	Schleswig-Holstein
	  6,074
	  2.8
	Kiel
	22
	4
	     69

	Thuringia
	  6,246
	  2.3
	Erfurt
	18
	4
	     88

	
	
	
	
	---

614
	---

69
	


II.  THE LIVING CONSTITUTION

A.  The Basic Law
As early as in 1946 the Americans had the first State Constitutions drafted in their occupational zone, while the British in their occupational zone waited much longer until there was a Federal Constitution on its way
.  Consequently, some of the State Constitutions in the American zones are older than the Federal Constitution, e.g., the Constitution of the Free Hanseatic City of Bremen came into force on October 12, 1947
.

The German Federal Constitution is in fact not called Constitution ("Verfassung") but Basic Law ("Grundgesetz [GG]").  This was done to demonstrate its provisional character.  On July 1, 1948 the military governors of the Western occupation zone had given to the Minister-Presidents three documents in Frankfurt ("Frankfurter Dokumente") in which they had asked them to get together and to draft a constitution
.  Afraid this would deepen the partition of Germany, they reluctantly agreed but suggested that the new constitution should not be called constitution and should not be put to a vote by the West-German people but voted upon by the State Parliaments only
.  Given the times it was seen as an intermediate solution until all Germans could get together and give themselves a constitution.  On May 23, 1949 the Basic Law came into force.

1.  Preamble

Its preamble contained the phrase: "The German people...have also acted on behalf of those Germans to whom participation was denied." (referring to those Germans living in the Soviet occupation zone).  Following German unification on October 3, 1990 the preamble was amended and now reads: "The Germans...have achieved the unity and freedom of Germany in free self-determination.  This Basic Law is thus valid for the whole German nation".  However, the name "Basic Law" was not changed and, therefore, still remains in effect, today.  The German people never voted on the Basic Law but have come to accept it in its almost 50 years of existence.

2.  Basic Rights (Art. 1-19 GG)

The Basic Law starts with a catalogue of basic fundamental rights.  It leads off with a guarantee of the dignity of man, followed by the right to freely develop one's personality so long as it does not violate the rights of others.  All individuals, not only Germans, are entitled to equal treatment before the law.  Nobody shall be prejudiced or favored because of their sex, birth, race, language, national or social origin, religion or political opinions.  The freedom of speech, the right to demonstrate peacefully, and the right to form associations are also guaranteed.  Furthermore, there is a right of asylum.  It underlines the special commitment to help (political) refugees and is a direct consequence of Germany's past, paying respect to the situation following the seizure of power by the Nazi regime
.

The Nazi regime had shown total disrespect for the individual and his/her rights.  Therefore, the drafters of the Basic Law wanted to emphasize strongly the fundamental importance of basic rights by giving them this prominent place
.  What had happened should never happen again.  In their essence these basic rights may not be encroached upon - not even by an amendment of the constitution (Art. 19 para. 2; Art. 79).  They are binding on the legislature, the executive and the judiciary as directly enforceable law.  Hence they are not mere declarations of intent or goals.

3.  The Federation and the States (Art. 20-37 GG)

Following the Basic Rights, the Basic Law sets out the principals of the Federation.  All public authority shall emanate from the people, who express their will through general, free, equal, secret and direct elections
.  The Federation shall have a "social commitment".  The Federal Constitutional Court may impose a ban on parties or associations whose aims or conduct constitute a threat to the Basic Law.  If no other means are available, any German has the right to take steps physically to resist anyone attempting to do away with the constitutional system.

All States of the Federation must adhere to a democratic republican system based on social-state and rule-of-law principals.  However, their sovereign powers are not derived from but recognized by the Federation.  Yet, they are under an obligation to act in a pro-federal manner and to be loyal to the Federation.  Consequently, Federal law shall override State law.  Nevertheless, the system structure of the State may differ from the Federation and in deed it does:

- The head of the State is also the head of the State government and called Minister-President ("Ministerpräsident").  However, in the State of Berlin, the Free Hanseatic City of Bremen, and the Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg the Minister-President is called (First Governing) Mayor ("(Erster Regierender) Bürgermeister") and their State government is called "Senat" instead of "Landesregierung".  The State of Berlin calls its State government "Abgeordnetenhaus".

-  The States only have a one-chamber parliament, called "Landtag" or "Abgeordnetenhaus" (Berlin), or "Bürgerschaft" (Bremen, Hamburg).  In a referendum held in 1998, the people of Bavaria voted in favor of abolishing the second chamber of parliament, called "Senat" by the year 2003.  Yet, it had never been a real second chamber but a lobbyist's assembly.

- The duration of the legislative term in some States is 4 years while in others it is 5 years.  However, there is a tendency towards a 5-year legislative term because the modern state supposedly can no longer be run efficiently if politicians have to care for elections every 4 years.  Opponents argue that this weakens the democracy.

- A couple of States have lowered the age at which people may vote from 18 years to 16 years.  Yet, this applies only to municipal elections, in which not only Germans but also other citizens of the European Union may vote if they reside in the county.

- The States grant their people more decision-making authority through referendums than provided for in the Basic Law for the Federation.  Furthermore, the States are subdivided into municipalities (e.g., associations of municipalities, urban and rural districts).  These are granted the "right of self-government", meaning they are free to manage the affairs of the local community
.

4.  Federal Parliament (Art. 38-49 GG)

The Federal Parliament ("Bundestag") is elected in a universal suffrage for four years.  There are currently 614 Members of Parliament ("MdB = Mitglied des Bundestages").  The candidate who polls most votes in a constituency wins that constituency's seat in parliament.  Parties or electoral groups may draw up lists of candidates who are returned to parliament on the basis of their party's proportion of the total number of votes cast.

Members of Parliament enjoy immunity.  The Parliament can appoint committees of inquiry to investigate and control the executive, and it also has a standing petitions committee (ombudsperson), to which citizens can address their grievances.  The Federal parliament elects a commissioner who handles complaints from members of the Armed Forces.

The Speaker of the Federal Parliament is called President of the Federal Parliament ("Bundestagspräsident").

5.  Federal Council (Art. 50-53 GG)

The States are represented in the Federal Council ("Bundesrat")
.  In contrast to the Senate of the United States, the Federal Council does not consist of elected representatives by the people but its members are solely appointed and recalled by the State governments.  It is renewed following elections for the State parliaments and the subsequent formation of their State governments.  There are a total of 69 votes in the Federal Council; therefore, a majority vote requires 35 votes and 2/3 majority vote: 46 votes.  The number of votes available to each state in the Federal Council depends on the size of its population:  

3 votes if the State’s population is 2 million or less

4 votes if the State’s population is more than 2 million up to 6 million

5 votes if the State’s populations is more than 6 million up to 7 million

6 votes if the State’s population is more than 7 million

However, a state can only exercise its votes unanimously and the state's representatives are not free in their decision but bound by the State government's policy.  They represent their state's interests at the site of Federal Parliament.  Although only the ruling party of the State is represented in the Federal Council, there may arise dispute on how to exercise the State's votes if the State government is made of a party coalition, for one of the coalition parties in the State government might be in a coalition with another party in the Federal government or in another State government which has different interests.

The head of the Federal Council is called President of the Federal Council.  It is usually the Minister-President of a state.  His term of office is one year.  Thereafter, another Minister-President becomes President of the Federal Council.  The office automatically switches among the states according to a fixed plan.  The President of the Federal Council is at the same time Vice-President of the Federal Republic of Germany.

6.  President of the Federal Republic of Germany (Art. 54-61 GG)

The office of the Federal President ("Bundespräsident") is a largely ceremonial post.  His function may be best compared to the role of the British monarch than with the U.S. President or the President of France.  The Federal Republic of Germany has had nine Federal Presidents so far
.

The President signs the certificates of appointment for all Federal judges, all Federal civil servants as well as all officers and NCOs.  However, most of his/her acts have to be cosigned by a Member of the Federal government
.  Furthermore, the clemency right rests with the President.  ¼ of the Members of the Federal Council or the Federal Parliament can request that both Houses of Parliament vote on an impeachment procedure.  The impeachment takes place before the Federal Constitutional Court if 2/3 of both Houses of Parliament vote in favor of it.

The term of office is 5 years and the President may be reelected one time.  He has to be a German citizen and has to be at least 40 years old.  The Federal Assembly ("Bundesversammlung") elects the Federal President.  It is the Federal Assembly's sole purpose.  All Members of the Federal Parliament and an equal number of Members elected by the States make up the Federal Assembly.  Should a candidate not get more than half of all votes, a second ballot must be held to which the same rules apply.  Yet, in a possible third ballot, the candidate who gets a simple majority is elected.

The ceremonial function is in contrast to the powerful position of the Reich President in the Weimar Republic
.  He was intended to be a "substitute emperor" and could appoint the chancellor and dismiss the parliament easily.  However, the people elected him directly.  Hitler merged the offices of Chancellor and President into the one of a leader ("Führer") after Hindenburg's death in office in 1934.  Under the Weimar Constitution the Chancellor was also Reichs Vice-President.

7.  Federal Government (Art. 62-69 GG)

The Federal Government ("Bundesregierung") consists of the Federal Chancellor ("Bundeskanzler") and his/her Federal ministers ("Bundesminister").  The Federal Republic of Germany has had eight chancellors so far
.  The chancellor is recommended by the Federal President and elected by the Federal Parliament.  The Federal President must appoint the elected person.  There is no term limit on how often one may be elected chancellor
.

The Chancellor picks his/her Federal ministers and makes one of them his/her deputy-chancellor, usually the Secretary of State, in Germany called Foreign Minister ("Außenminister").  The Federal President then appoints the Federal Ministers.  Neither Houses of Parliament get involved.  The dismissal process of Federal Ministers is handled in a similar way.  If the Chancellor is forced to resign, the Federal Ministers must resign, too.

The Chancellor is the head of the Federal government.  He/she lays down policy guidelines that are to be followed by his/her Federal Ministers
.  However, the Federal Ministers are free to develop their own initiatives within the general policy guidelines.

The Minister of Defense is the Commander-in-Chief for the Armed Forces during peacetime. The Armed Forces do no longer play a special role but are bound into the governmental structure and administrative system.  Only at wartime the chancellor becomes the Commander-in-Chief
.

Parliament can force the Chancellor to resign by a constructive vote of no confidence, i.e., the vote of no confidence is coupled with the vote for a new chancellor ("konstruktives Mißtrauensvotum").  Only if a majority of the Members of Parliament vote for a new chancellor, the Federal President must dismiss the old chancellor
.  Otherwise the chancellor remains in office.  Furthermore, the Chancellor himself/herself can ask the Parliament for a vote of confidence.  If no majority is reached, the chancellor may ask the Federal President to dismiss the Parliament
.

Basically the same rules apply to the State governments and the State parliaments with the one exception that the States have opted not to create the ceremonial office of a State President.

8.  Legislative Power (Art. 70-82 GG)

Unlike the US model with its strict division of responsibilities between the Union and the individual States, the German Basic Law is characterized by a system of shared responsibility and "policy coordination".  The States have the right to legislate in so far as the Basic Law does not confer legislative powers on the Federation, but that is exactly what it does to a substantial decree.  The applicable Articles have been considerably enlarged by various amendments.  As a general rule it can be said that:

- where legislation is concerned the Federation is normally responsible ("unitary legislation")

- the execution of laws are for the most part State matters.  Furthermore, the preponderance of administrative responsibilities clearly lies with the States ("decentralized administration").  Direct federal administration applies to foreign service, labor placement, customs, Border Guard and the Armed Forces only.

- the financial burden is shared by the Federation and the States according to a complex system.

The Federation has exclusive legislation in all areas which call for uniform national regulation in the interest of the country as a whole and its citizens, e.g., foreign affairs, defense, nationality, currency, emigration and immigration.  The States may only legislate to the extent that they are explicitly empowered to do so by individual federal laws.

In a catalogue the Basic Law mentions all areas of concurrent legislation.  Thus the states may only pass laws on matters, which have not already been the subject of federal laws ("preemption").  The areas of concurrent legislation include civil and criminal law, economic affairs and nuclear energy, labor relations and land law, foreign nationals and housing, shipping and road transport, waste disposal, air pollution control and noise abatement.  The practical application of the constitution has shown that these areas require uniform legislation, preempting State legislation considerably.

Finally, the Federation has the right to enact framework legislation, which then may be "filled in" by State legislation. It is a.k.a. "joint responsibilities".  Such areas include higher education, nature conservation and landscape management, regional planning and water management.

The States have jurisdiction for municipal law and police matters as well as in most aspects of education and cultural matters, including TV and radio laws.  Although the Basic Law does not provide for it, the States sometimes attempt on their own initiative to standardize their legislation, through exchange of information, interministerial committees, planning councils and conferences of Minister-Presidents or departmental ministers, e.g., in educational matters.

The Basic Law may be amended on a motion, which is carried by a two-thirds majority in the Federal Parliament and the Federal Council.  However, the substance of individual basic rights may not be altered, nor may the Basic Law be amended to change Germany's federal structure.  Those are unalterable provisions.

Parliamentary groups or at least five percent of the members of parliament can submit bills.  The government may also introduce legislation.  The Federal Council is also entitled to propose bills to the Federal Parliament.  Proposed bills are discussed in committees and then after one another by both Houses of Parliament in full and, thereafter, voted upon.  Any statutory orders issued by the government must be specifically authorized by legislation (regulatory action).

The Federal Government has to first submit its bills to the Federal Council, which is always entitled to comment upon them.  However, laws significantly affecting the States' interests can only enter into force with the consent of the Federal Council ("consent laws").  In such cases often an agreement needs to be worked out between the majorities in both Houses of Parliament in a so-called Mediation Committee.  It has seldom been the case, that the Federal governing coalition has had a majority in both Houses of Parliament.   The Federal Council in that respective serves as a very important counterweight to the Federal Parliament and the policy of the Federal government.  If no agreement is reached among the two Houses of Parliament, the bill is dead.  The specific provisions of the Basic Law indicate which laws require the consent of the Federal Council:

- laws amending the Basic Law require a 2/3 majority in the Federal Council

- laws affecting the revenue of the States

- laws which affect the administrative powers of the States.  If a law contains just one clause of this kind the law as a whole has to be approved by the Federal Council.  This currently accounts for more than half of all bills.

9.  Executive Power (Art. 85-91 GG)

The government runs the country through various supreme authorities on the basis of administrative regulations and directives.  In some cases it may introduce statutory orders, but only if authorized to do so by law.  Thus it cannot issue such orders independently of parliament.  Parliament can, through legislation, restrict the government's scope for action, while the government for its part can have a say by submitting bills to parliament on its own initiative.

The German Federal Central Bank's sole role is ensuring the stability of the legal currency
.  However, following the establishment of a European Central Bank (ECB) and the introduction of the Euro/Cent system, its functions have been taken over by the ECB, after all EU/Euro Member States agreed on a similar set-up like the German Federal Central Bank.  Therefore, the Bank Council is to exercise its office independently and the monetary policy may be well in conflict with the ones of the governments.  The term of office is 8 years.

10.  Judiciary (Art. 92-104 GG)

The Basic Law prohibits the capital punishment and grants everybody access to and equal treatment before a court of law.

The Federal Constitutional Court ("Bundesverfassungsgericht") is Germany's highest court.  It is situated in Karlsruhe and consists of 2 chambers, on each sit 8 Judges.  Half of the judges of the Federal Constitutional Court are elected by the Federal Parliament, the other half by the Federal Council.  They may neither be a member of parliament nor of the government
 and they have to be between 40 and 68 years old.  They are independent judges and their one term of office is 12 years, unless a Judge reaches the age of 68 earlier.  The Judges shall never be reelected again.  All other courts are staffed with independent judges, appointed for life; i.e., till they reach the retirement age.

The Basic Law empowers the Federal Constitutional Court to exercise a judicial review.  No case or controversy is necessary as long as an application is filed and the specific requirements are met.  Consequently, the Court is always on the brink to be used as a political instrument.  The Weimar Constitution did not specifically mention the right to a judicial review.  Yet, in 1925 the German Supreme Court (called Reichsgericht (RG))
 ruled that the courts shall have the power to a judicial review, using the same line of arguments as the U.S. Supreme Court did in Marbury vs. Madison, 5 U.S. (1 Cranch) 137 (1803).

11.  Financial Matters (Art. 104a-115 GG)

The Federation and the States have an equal share of the income and corporation tax yield, whereas the municipalities receive a proportion established by law.  The proportion of value added tax (VAT) accruing to the Federation and the States, on the other hand, varies according to their income and expenditure and is therefore a permanent source of conflict.  There is a horizontal financial equalization among the States as well as a vertical financial equalization between the Federation and the "poorer" States (see chart for 2003).
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12.  Casus Belli (Art.  115a-115l GG)

In 1968 the Basic Law was amended by a couple of provisions providing for regulations in case of a war.

13.  Miscellaneous (Art. 116-146 GG)

The Basic Law contains a reference clause, enumerating specific religious provisions of the Weimar Constitution that shall remain in effect.  Therefore, part of Constitution of the first German Republic continues to be in force.  Furthermore, the drafters of the Basic Law, taking in consideration the results of World War II, extended the right to German citizenship also to all those persons and their ancestors who live within the territory that belonged to the German Reich as in existence in 1937 and had been German citizens at any time.  Since the fall of the iron curtain in 1989/90, many people, formerly banned from traveling, now come to Germany, claiming citizenship under that provision.

B.  German Political Parties
Art. 21 of the German Basic Law states: "The political parties shall participate in the forming of the political will of the people."  Thus, they are given a constitutional mandate.  The Political Parties Act of 1967 (as amended) specifically regulates the parties' tasks in detail.

Art. 21 of the Basic Law stipulates: "Parties, which, by reason of their aims or the behavior of their adherents, seek to impair or abolish the free democratic order, or to endanger the existence of the Federal Republic of Germany, shall be unconstitutional."  It is based on the sad lesson learnt from the end of the Weimar Republic when the NSDAP destroyed the parliamentary system from within.  The Federal Constitutional Court ruled that the Socialist Reich Party (SRP) and the Communist Party of Germany (KPD) were unconstitutional in 1952 and 1956 respectively, and banned them.  However, the DKP (German Communist Party) became the subsequent successor of the KPD.  Yet, it remained an insignificant political grouping ever since.

Another device to balance and stabilize the parliamentary system is the barring clause ("Sperrklausel").  Due to the barring clause - introduced in 1953 and tightened up in 1957 - only those parties polling a minimum of 5% of the valid votes cast, or three direct constituency seats, may enter parliament
.  It is designed to prevent parties representing extremely small group interests from gaining more political influence than they deserve due to the actual votes received and, thereby, possibly blocking measures in parliament or even gaining political overweigh by participation in or support of a governing coalition.

Unlike in the USA the words "liberal" and "idealist" have a very positive meaning in Germany.  It is generally considered a compliment to be called a liberal.  The word is often used in its classical sense of a modern and progressive open state of mind whereas the word "conservative" in contrast stands for more traditional orientated, yet not necessarily old fashioned, believes.  An "idealist" is a far-visional person striving for a better future with new ideas.  Furthermore, it is in no way detrimental for a politician to have been divorced several times.  In fact politicians face a higher divorce rate than the general public and an extra marital affair has seldom a (negative) effect on that person's career
.

In Germany there are four important political parties
: two major popular parties, a.k.a. people's parties ("Volksparteien"), the CDU and the SPD, i.e., because together they usually account for about 70-80% of all votes, and two smaller parties, the Alliance 90/The Greens and the FDP.  Furthermore, there are a variety of small political parties and political groupings out-of which some run very strongly on the state level, e.g., CSU and Die Linke-PDS.

1.  SPD - The Social Democratic Party of Germany

The SPD can look back on the longest tradition.  The first nucleus, the "General German Workers Association" was brought into being by Ferdinand Lassalle as early as 1863.  In 1869 the "Social Democratic Workers Party" was founded in Saxony by August Bebel
 and Wilhelm Liebknecht
.  Both these movements merged in Gotha in 1875 into the "Socialist Workers Party of Germany", renamed "Social Democratic Party " (SPD) in 1890.  It provided the first democratically elected Reich’s President, Friedrich Ebert, in German history in 1918 and provided four out-of twenty chancellors during the Weimar Republic (1918-1933) before all other political parties were forbidden by the NSDAP.

After World War II, the re-founders of the SPD gathered initially in Berlin, then in Hannover, where Kurt Schumacher became the leading figure in the party.  Yet, it was not before 1959 that in its so-called Godesberg Program the SPD finally and generally accepted social market economy as a model, agreed with the Western integration of the Federal Republic, and the re-establishment of the German army.  The party's present chairperson is Kurt Beck, Minister-President of Rhineland-Palatine.  From 1969 until late 1982 and from October 1998 until November 2005 the SPD provided the Federal Chancellor.  Willy Brandt
 held this office from 1969 to 1974, Helmut Schmidt from 1974 till late 1982 and Gerhard Schröder from October 1998 until November 2005.  Social Democrat Gustav Heinemann was President of the Federal Republic of Germany from 1969 to 1974.  From 1999 until 2005 the SPD had again provided the President.  It was Johannes Rau, former long-time Minister-President of the State of North-Rhine/Westphalia, who had married Heinemann's nice.

Since 1945 the party's main achievements have been so far the reconciliation policy with Eastern Europe ("Ostpolitik"), a reformation of the worker co-determination and the student loan system, providing wider access to higher education ("BAföG").  Generally speaking the party's main supporters and followers are found among blue-collar workers, writers, and teachers.  It has approximately 900,000 party members.  Furthermore, the party has close ties to the Workers' Unions.

In the Soviet-dominated East-Germany, the SPD was forcibly merged with the Communist Party of Germany (KPD) into the Socialist Unity Party (SED) after 1945.  Following the collapse of the SED regime, the SPD was founded anew before becoming part of the West German SPD.

2.  CDU - The Christian Democratic Union

The CDU was founded after World War II.  It is generally seen as the successor of the Center Party ("Zentrum") in the Weimar Republic.  A party founded in 1870.  It had provided nine out-of twenty chancellors during the Weimar Republic (1918-1933) before all other political parties were forbidden by the NSDAP.

It's first party chairperson was the mayor of Cologne, Konrad Adenauer, who also became the first Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany.  The CDU provided the Chancellor from 1949 till 1969 and from 1982 till 1998.  Five Federal Presidents - Heinrich Lübke, Karl Carstens, Richard von Weizsäcker, Roman Herzog and current President Horst Köhler - and five Federal Chancellors - Konrad Adenauer, Ludwig Erhard, Kurt Georg Kiesinger, Helmut Kohl, and currently Angela Merkel - come or have come from the ranks of the CDU.  In 1957 the CDU achieved the absolute majority in the Federal Parliament - something unique in postwar German history.

Adenauer tied the Federal Republic to the West and laid the basis for the NATO and EU membership and initiated together with French President Charles De Gaulle a close German-French cooperation.  Furthermore, he negotiated the release of all German POWs from the Soviet Union.  Ludwig Erhard
 is seen to be the father of the German economic miracle ("Wirtschaftswunder").  Under Kurt Georg Kiesinger the first grand coalition (CDU/CSU and SPD) took place.  Helmut Kohl held the office of Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany for an unprecedented 16 years.  The party's current chairperson is Angela Merkel, the first female politician to become chairperson of a German political party and the first female Chancellor.  She also leads a grand coalition.

Generally speaking the party's main supporters and followers are found among white-collar workers, Catholics, farmers, peasants, and entrepreneurs.  It has approximately 725,000 party members.

In the Soviet-dominated East-Germany, the CDU co-existed beside the Socialist Unity Party (SED), although it was anything but a copy of the West German CDU for the party's sole reason for existence was to explain and to convince its voters of the superior socialist system.  In fact close relationships to the West German CDU did not happen before the collapse of the SED regime.  The East German CDU won the first democratic elections in the GDR, ensuring a smooth transition into German unity.

3.  CSU - The Christian Social Union

Despite its close proximity to the aims of the CDU, the CSU is an autonomous party.  In accordance with an agreement with the CDU, its bigger sister-party, the CSU only puts up election candidates in Bavaria, and the CDU in all other states.  The agreement was closed in 1949 and is renewed every four years.  The CSU and the CDU have formed a joint parliamentary party ever since.  The chairperson of the CSU state group in the Federal Parliament is simultaneously vice-chairperson of the entire CDU/CSU parliamentary party.  However, chairperson of the CSU is the Bavarian Minister-President Edmund Stoiber, who took over both offices from the party's legendary figure Franz Josef Strauß
.

The CSU advocates a strong state and a lasting order of traditional values.  Furthermore, it used to have fairly strong denominational ties, but now simply tries to appeal to all voters in Bavaria.  It concentrates on the interests of the people living in Bavaria.  One of the party's famous electoral slogans reads: All in Bavaria vote CSU ("Wir in Bayern - CSU").

4.  Alliance 90/The Greens

The Green Party was founded at national level among others by Petra Kelly and General (Retired) Bastian
 in 1980 and has risen to become the "third force", alongside the CDU/CSU and SPD, pushing off the FDP to place four.  Right from the outset, the party's aim was to replace traditional politics - which was regarded as tutelage of the population by professional politicians - with grass-roots politics.  The party entered the federal parliament for the first time in 1983.  From October 1998 until November 2005 it had been the junior partner in a government coalition with the SPD.

Its voters and sympathizers are found among the hippie generation and young voters.  The party hails to the extra parliamentary protest movement such as the anti-Vietnam war, anti-nuclear, peace and citizens' movements.  One of its main aims is a radical environmental protection policy.  Furthermore, it is firmly committed to women rights
.

However, there are two groups within that party, the fundamentals ("Fundis") and the more moderate ones ("Realos"), often battling on how (fast) to translate the party's policy into action.  It is done in a broad open discussion, usually getting extensive public coverage.  The party calls for a radical change in working and living conditions to prevent further destruction of nature and the environment by drastically increasing the gas price, the immediate abandonment of nuclear power, the promotion of renewable energy sources and the (no longer immediate!) dissolution of all military blocks, including NATO.  In fact, the Green Party lead the German Army into its first military mission abroad after WWII, when it participated in the NATO mission on the Balkan, followed my military mission in Afghanistan and elsewhere in the world.

It also wants the population to be more directly involved in political decisions by means of plebiscites or petitions for a referendum.  The existence of the Greens has boosted environmental awareness among the general public and environment protection efforts in the other political parties.  From its structure the party does not allow a head figure or chairperson to represent the party but rather favors a head committee with spokesmen and spokeswomen.  Nevertheless, one of the party's best-known persons is Joschka Fischer
, the former Foreign Minister.

Since the party neither had a counter part in East-Germany nor the financial means to expand swiftly, it teamed up with like-minded persons of the Alliance 90 of East Germany, a civil rights movement founded in 1990 in the wake of the changes taking place in the ex-GDR.  Contrary to the CDU/CSU relationship, the Alliance 90/The Greens have become one party with approximately 40,000 card-holding members.

5.  FDP - The Free Democratic Party

After World War II various groups of Liberals, who first got together in Berlin and Baden Württemberg, founded the national FDP in Heppingen in 1948.  It has provided two federal presidents: the first president of the Federal Republic of Germany Theodor Heuss (1949-59) and Walter Scheel (1974-79).  Continuously it has been the junior partner in every German governing coalition from 1969 till 1998.  Yet, its political influence was diminished when the Greens appeared on the political stage, advocating civil rights movement issues as well.  Consequently, it had experienced an electorate crisis, battling with the 5% barring clause in many state elections.

The FDP is especially devoted to the interests of free lances (architects, doctors,...) and small and medium sized businesses as well as to the individual citizen's rights.  According to its philosophy, the state's commitments should be reduced and individual self-determination boosted.  Tax cuts and spending cuts are high on its agenda.  Nevertheless, the FDP regards itself as the party of the new German middle class.  Hans-Dietrich Genscher
, former Interior and, thereafter, Foreign Minister and Vie-Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany is the party's most prominent figure.  The party's present chairperson is a Guido Westerwelle
.  It has approximately 90,000 members.

In the GDR the Liberal Democratic Party of Germany (LDPD) was a "block party" like the CDU and, therefore, unable to put through its liberal ideas under the domination of the Socialist Unity Party (SED). Upon the completion of German unity, the LDPD merged into the FDP.

6.  Die Linke / PDS - The Left / Party of Democratic Socialism

The PDS is the direct successor organization of the Social Unity Party ("SED - Sozialistische Einheitspartei Deutschlands") of the GDR.  It is striving for a world economic order designed to eliminate capitalism, making it an extreme left-wing party.  Yet, it regards socialism of the Stalin type as a failure.  The PDS has 130,000 card-holding members, mainly in East Germany.  It's best known politician is Gregor Gysi, an extremely eloquent East German attorney and Dietmar Bartsch.

Whereas the party plays an insignificant role in Western Germany, it has strong supporters in the former East Germany, especially around East Berlin, where numerous members of the ex-Social Unity Party, the East Germany's National People's Army and former East German state institutions live.

Lately the PDS has teamed up with the West German Alternative Election Choice of Labor and Social Justice (“WASG - Wahlalternative Arbeit und soziale Gerechtigkeit”).  Among its supporters are former members of the SPD, dissatisfied with the far too “conservative” politics of the SPD.  The SPD’s former chairperson Oscar Lafontaine is one their most prominent founders.

7.  A Word on Extreme Right Wing Parties

In times of economic hardship or where dramatic changes take place people tend to seek refuge to parties, offering easy solutions and agitating law and order, mostly based on the (incorrect) assumption that in former times everything was better.  High unemployment and increasing crime rates, uncontrolled immigration, and internationalization give rise to an uncertain future.  Some people are simply afraid of loosing their identity in a multicultural society.  This has lead to a growing nationalism, disguised as patriotism, and racism throughout Europe, e.g., the French Front National Party of M. Le Pen.  On the one hand it is certainly an advantage to have an open forum to confront those parties instead of being faced with a concealed secret movement, while on the other hand an infection of other people must be prevented so that the problem fades away
.

The German problem with right wing parties has many reasons.  Some are linked to the new economic phenomena of rising business profits and at the same time rising unemployment, especially among young people, others may be traced back to the unexpected German unification.  East Germany had failed to confront Nazism.  According to its ideology, West-Germany was the direct successor state of Nazi Germany while East Germany had straight away embarked to a higher evolutionary level on the communist philosophy when in fact it simply replaced nazi ideology by communist ideology, nationalism was papered over by phrases of communist brotherhood.  It used the dictatorship mentality of the people in the aftermath of World War II to establish a different dictatorship, leaving its people without any democratic freedom for another 45 years.

In Germany extreme right wing parties like the National Party of Germany (NPD), the German People's Union (DVU) and in recent times the Republicans
 have had occasionally minor successes in state elections only when they were supported by protest voters helping them to overcome the barring clause.  Fortunately, in national elections those parties have not been successful.

8.  Financing and Membership

A party may finance itself by membership contributions, donations, and state reimbursement of election campaign costs (if the barring clause is overcome!).  Furthermore, a party may run on a limited basis a business, e.g., publishing firms, and use some of the profits to finance itself.

Membership in a party is not free.  There is a mandatory monthly membership fee.  Furthermore, most parties have given themselves strict rules and will scrutinize new members for possible conflicts, e.g., criminal convictions, radical believes or believes inconsistent with the party's general goals.  Behavior inconsistent with or detrimental to the parties' goals may lead to an expulsion of a member.

III.  Growing up in Germany

A.  Educational system
1.  Introductory Remarks

In Germany education is free.  Generally speaking, everyone has unlimited and free access to further his or her education.  There are no school fees or tuition.  Even universities will not ask for more than a token fee per semester from their students.  By law they are prevented form asking more than €500 per semester.  Schools and universities do not offer entrance exams.  They simply require a passed final (written and oral) examination from the previous educational level.  All universities have the same grade requirements.  Therefore, there are no Ivy League Universities in Germany.

Germany requires all children to attend a public or private school for at least 10 years.  Home schooling is not allowed in Germany.  Since 90% of all students attend a public school the private or confessional schools are of little importance.  Class seize in public schools varies between 20 and 30 students and it is the students that have a classroom.  The teachers will come to the students' classrooms.  Exceptions are only made for the chemistry and physics teachers as well as the athletic trainers, for they cannot bring all their equipment to the students' classrooms.

School starts around 0800 and is over at least by 1330.  The students have to eat lunch at home.  Every teacher also gives them a fair load of homework.  The students' curriculum is a weekly one, i.e., they have a wide variety of different subjects at different times during the week.  From the 2nd to 10th grade the students are given grades, based on a number system: 1 (excellent) through 6 (completely failed).  The students pass a grade, unless they have a "6" (completely failed) in one subject or a "5" (failed) in two subjects.  If a student fails to pass a grade twice in a row, he or she must leave the school and continue his/her education at a school more suited for his/her learning abilities.  From the 10th grade onwards a point system is used: 0 (worst) through 15 or 18 (excellent).  The grades are based on a couple of oral and written tests that happen during the school year.  There is no final exam.  In contrary to that, the universities may in certain subjects just use one big final written and oral examination covering many years to determine a student's grade, e.g., law and medicine students face those difficult exams.

The bond between the students and their school or university is a loose one.  Generally a student neither particularly identifies himself/herself with the school or university nor is he/she proud to have attended that specific school or university; one reason being the lack of furtherance of such a belief by the school.  Furthermore, the standards of all comparable schools are almost equally high throughout Germany because the State Governments closely work together in so-called State conferences of departmental minister on educational matters.

2.  Kindergarten

From the age of 4 until the child is old enough to attend prime school any child may attend the kindergarten.  Kindergarten usually lasts for 2 years.  During the second year the children are given some kind of basic pre-school education.  The parents are asked to contribute a small usage fee if their child attends the kindergarten.

3.  Prime School

Any child that turns 6 before mid-year is allowed into prime school.  All others have to attend prime school the following year.  Prime school lasts 4 years. The children are given grades from the 2nd or 3rd grade onwards, depending on the State in which they attend the prime school.  After the 4th grade the children change the school.

4.  Middle School System

The German Middle School system is a three folded one.  The bright students attend the "Realschule", the brighter students attend the "Gymnasium"
 and the less bright students the "Hauptschule".  Students with learning disabilities attend the "Sonderschule"
.  This happens after the 4th grade and depends on the students' grades.  However, in some States nowadays all students will attend the "Realschule" for the 5th and 6th grade, where they are taught in classes with different learning levels to get some orientation ("Orientierungsstufe") before it is decided which school fits their learning abilities best.  The "Gymnasium" is usually chosen with the goal to continue the education after the 10th grade.  The "Gymnasium" lasts till the 12th or 13th grade depending on State laws.  Students of the "Realschule" with excellent grades may be allowed into the "Gymnasium" after the 10th grade if they failed to get into the "Gymnasium" right away after the 4th or 6th grade.  Only students that successfully complete the "Gymnasium", obtain a diploma called "Abitur".  Those students are allowed to attend universities.

Starting in 5th grade all students are required to learn a foreign language, usually English.  Students at the "Gymnasium" have to learn a second foreign language, usually either Latin or French, after the 6th grade.  From the 10th grade till the completion of the "Gymnasium", the students have to take some mandatory classes, e.g., mathematics, German; otherwise they are free to pick any classes they feel a particular interest for.

5. Universities

All students are free to pick any university.  Should there be more applicants than a university can take, a lottery will decide who wins.  The professors are generally much more interested in their research work than in their teaching obligation.  Therefore, the students heavily rely on self-studying and spend more time in the library than in the classroom.  Furthermore, attendance in the classroom is not required.  Discussions take only place in special small group classes otherwise the professor just more or less reads out-of his/her books.  However, the students are required to pass certain tests during the semester even if those results will not count towards the final examination, consisting of a final written and oral examination which in the case of doctors and lawyers covers almost all they need to know for their profession, e.g., Bar examination.

6.  Apprenticeship System

All students that do not go on to the university apply for an apprenticeship job.  They will spend 2½ to 3½ years learning all they need to know for their every day work in order to become a qualified worker, qualified craftsperson or qualified employee.  They are taught the practical skills by a special superior employee or a master craftsperson assisted by his or her qualified craftsperson or qualified employees.  Once or twice a week they have to attend a part-time vocational school where they are also taught about the theoretical background.  At the end of this period, there is a written and oral examination.  Upon a successful completion the apprentice becomes a qualified worker, qualified craftsperson or qualified employee and, after several years of practice he/she may reenter the schooling system to become a licensed master in his/her profession.

It is common for any German employee to stay with his/her firm for many years.  Often employees stay with the same firm for more than 20 years.  They do not easily move and often spend their life living in the same State their family has lived in for generations.  The firms further such behavior by providing incentives, like more wage and more holidays based on the time the employee stays with the firm.  It is regarded detrimental to a company to have a high fluctuate rate among its workforce.  Moreover, the employers have to work together with the unions on a couple of issues.  In the bigger companies, the workers and unions even have a right of co-determination
.

The retirement age varies between the age of 60 and 67 in Germany.  The retirement pay comes out of a pension fund the employee and the employer both equally paid in to.

7.  Civil Servants

A German specialty are so-called civil servant jobs ("Beamte").  Those employees enjoy a guaranteed life-long employment with the State or Federal government, no matter which ruling party governs the State or country
.  These jobs are not only limited to administrative positions with the Federal, State or municipal agencies but also include policemen and teachers.  Civil servants don’t pay into the retirement funds.  They receive their retired pay from their employer directly.  Until the privatization of the German railroad company ("Deutsche Bundesbahn", now privatized and renamed "Deutsche Bahn AG") and the German Postal Service ("Deutsche Bundespost" now privatized, spilt up into three separate entities and renamed "Deutsche Post AG", "Deutsche Postbank AG", "Deutsche Telekom AG"), all those employees were civil servants as well.  There has been a tremendous decrease in those jobs since.  The government tries to downsize those jobs because they are too costly.

8.  Taxes and the Paycheck

First of all income tax is subtracted from a person's gross income.  The income tax rate depends on the employee's tax class
.  Furthermore, the income tax rate is used to determine some other taxes.  5.5% of the income tax sum is subtracted from the gross income as solidarity tax for the costs of the German unification.  Thereafter, an additional 8% of the income tax sum is subtracted of the gross income as church tax, unless one has renounced membership with the church.

Secondly, the social insurance taxes are taken out of the paycheck.  It is a big relief for the employees that half of the social insurance taxes must be paid by the employer.  9.75% of the gross income goes to the pension insurance (total percent: 19.5%!).  An additional 3.25% of the gross income goes to the unemployment insurance (total percent: 6.5%).

Health insurance is also taken out.  The percent rate fluctuates between 5.5% and 7% according to the health insurance chosen (total percent: 11 %-14%).  Since July 1, 2005 employees (not employers) pay an additional 0.9% per month for dental care insurance and sickness benefits.  Therefore, the actual rates fluctuate between 5.05% (employer) / 5,95% (employee) and 6.65% (employer) / 7.55% (employee).

Finally, 0.85% of the gross income is subtracted from the gross income and paid into the long-term care insurance (total percent 1.7%). Adults above the age of 23 pay an additional 0.25% as of January 2005, if they have no children and are born after 1940.

9.  Compulsory Military Service

A male citizen faces compulsory military service once he turns 18 years old in Germany.  He will be drafted as soon as he has finished school or his apprenticeship.  Currently, the compulsive military service lasts 9 months (§ 5 para. 1a WPflG).  Missing democratic spirit in the military threatened the Weimar Republic.  The Armed Forces did in no way support the idea of a democratic and pluralistic system
.  Therefore, the compulsory military service was originally introduced to carry the democratic spirit of the newly created Federal Republic of Germany in the Armed Forces.  It was advertised under the slogan: "citizens in uniform".

However, given past experiences with a military tradition, the basic rights also state that one may refuse to participate in the compulsive military service on conscientious objections but then these men have to take part in a non-military service, which currently lasts 9 months, too (§ 24 para 2 ZDG and § 5 para. 1a WPflG).  Those seeking to avoid military service have to testify before a commission and convince that commission of their non-military state-of-mind.

Strangely enough now-a-days any attempts to abolish the compulsory military service have failed because the non-military services (mostly charity organizations) desperately need and depend on help and work of the conscious objectors.  In fact it is discussed whether women should not be obligated to do a (non-military) service as well.  Yet, the Military Draft Act contains some loopholes, resulting in the fact that some men do not end up in one of the services at all.

Women may serve in the Armed forces on a voluntary basis.

B.  Health Care
Germany has a comprehensive system of health care insurance that was introduced by the Reich Chancellor von Bismarck in 1882, when he mandated the founding of local health insurance agencies (AOK = Allgemeine Ortskrankenkasse).  One is either insured with the statutory health insurance or a private health insurance.  The later being only available to self-employed persons or persons with a higher income.  The vast majority of the population is insured with the statutory health insurance and, therefore, has been issued a chip-card.  In order to balance the system there is free insurance for affiliated children, reduced premiums for spouses who are not gainfully employed, a premium ceiling and the like.  As mentioned above, the health care insurance premium varies between 11 and 14%, depending on the health insurance one is ensured with.  As stated above, the equal financing of the system by the employees and their employers has been given up to the benefit of the latter in order to make labor costs cheaper and to foster job hiring
.

While the private health insurance is based on a reimbursement system, the statutory health insurance settles all claims for their insurees directly.  The members of the statutory health insurance system hand in their health insurance chip card to the doctor or dentist when they first go in for treatment.  Except for one €10 payment per quarter of the year the patient’s treatment is “free”.  The physician settles his/her claims with the health insurance fund via his/her Panel Doctors' Association (third party payment principle).  It helps to get well soon, if one does not have to care about the bill at all.  Patients insured under the statutory health insurance never see their doctor's/dentist's bills.

Almost all independent or non-hospital doctors or dentists, under the age limit of 68 years, have chosen to seek admission to work as so-called panel doctors or dentists working under contract to the statutory health insurance system.  Patients insured under the statutory health insurance system are allowed to choose panel doctors and dentists freely.  Within a specific accounting period (quarter of a calendar year) the patient is obliged to remain with the doctor to whom he or she has submitted the health insurance card.

1.  General and Special Care

General practitioners are predominantly concerned with administering primary medical care.  Since they often provide general medical care to entire families, they are also referred to as family doctors.  Should special diagnostic procedures or methods of treatment be necessary, requiring the services of a specialist, the general practitioner can refer the patient to a corresponding specialist or hospital.

Around the clock medical and dental treatment is guaranteed
.  As a rule it is the general practitioner that is available around the clock in emergency cases.  At weekends and on public holidays there are medical and dental emergency services available.  After caring for the patient in an emergency case, they inform the doctor in charge of the patient's treatment or ensure that follow-up medical treatment is forthcoming.

Each patient insured under the statutory health insurance system is entitled to inpatient treatment in an authorized hospital if the illness in question calls for such treatment and the purpose of treatment cannot be achieved through outpatient treatment.  Patients can only be admitted to hospital by a non-hospital or independent doctor or via the emergency ward of a hospital.  There are general hospitals and hospitals specialized in treating long-term illnesses or difficult surgeries.  Local authorities or churches run most hospitals.  Only a small percent of hospitals are run as free commercial enterprises.

In addition to full-time hospital doctors, there are so-called external hospital doctors ("Belegärzte").  These are specialists with surgeries of their own who treat their patients on an outpatient basis in their own respective surgeries.  The patient receives both outpatient and inpatient treatment from the same doctor.

2.  Long-term Care

On January 1, 1995, Germany witnessed the introduction of a new component of the country's social security system: the social long-term care insurance.  The long-term care insurance provides coverage against the financial consequences of the need for long-term nursing care.  It is a mandatory insurance - persons covered under the statutory health insurance system are insured against this risk by their statutory health insurance and privately health insured persons, by their private insurance companies.

3.  Drug Stores

The population receives its supplies of pharmaceuticals mainly from drugstores called "Pharmazie" or "Apotheke".  Contrary to drug stores in the USA, you cannot buy any food or beverages at drug stores.  The pharmaceutical wholesale trade supplies the pharmacies with products manufactures by the pharmaceutical industry.  Since deliveries are made to pharmacies several times a day, a patient may obtain seldom-required preparations, which the pharmacy in question does not keep in stock, within hours, at most within 24 hours.  There are four groups of pharmaceuticals:

(a.)  freely available pharmaceuticals which can also be purchased at retail outlets other than pharmacies,

(b.)  pharmaceuticals for sale in pharmacies only, but which do not require a doctor's prescription,

(c.)  pharmaceuticals for sale on prescription only which are only dispensed by pharmacies on presentation of a doctor's prescription,

(d.)  narcotics which can be prescribed in limited amounts using a special prescription form and which may only be dispensed by pharmacies.

The money spent on prescribed pharmaceuticals, the costs of which are borne by the statutory health insurance system, is reimbursed directly to the pharmacies by the health insurance funds.  However, the patient has to contribute to the costs of pharmaceuticals via a graduated system of co-payments.  The private insurance companies reimburse the costs of the submitted prescriptions according to the specific coverage bought by the individual policyholder.

IV.  Conversion Chart

A.  General Measurements
1.  Centigrade and Fahrenheit

Formula:

Celsius to Fahrenheit: multiply by 9 divide by 5 and add 32

Fahrenheit to Celsius: subtract 32, multiply by 5 and then divide by 9

	
	
	

	- 10º C = 14 F

Oº C = 32 F

10º C = 50 F

20º C = 68 F

30º C = 86 F

35º C = 95 F

37º C = 98.6 F

38º C = 100 F

40º C = 104 F
	120º C = 248 F

135º C = 275 F

150º C = 302 F

160º C = 320 F

180º C = 356 F

190º C = 374 F

200º C = 392 F

220º C = 428 F

230º C = 446 F
	


2.  Distance and Weight Measurements

	
	
	

	kilometer (km):

1 km = 0.62137 miles

1 mile = 1.609 km

centimeter (cm):

1 cm = 0.3937 inch

1 inch = 2.54 cm

Meter (m):

1 m = 3.28 feet

1 foot = 12 inches = 30.48 cm

1 m = 1.094 yards

1 yard = 3 feet = 91,44 cm
	Gramm (g):

1 g = 0.035 ounce

1 ounce = 28.35 g

500 g = 1.1 pounds

Kilogramm (kg):

1 kg = 2.2 pounds

1 Stone

= 14 pounds = 6.35 kg


	1 sq. ft

= 144 sq. in. = 929.03 qcm

1 cu. ft.

= 1.728 cu. in. = 0.028 cbm

1 sq. mi.

= 640 acres = 2.59 qkm




3.  Liquid and Dry Measure

	Liquid:
	Dry:
	

	Liter (l):

1 l = 0.2642 gallon

1 gallon= 3.785 l

Milliliter (ml):

1 Ounce = 29.573 ml

1 Pint = 0.473 l

1 Quart = 0.946 l

1 Barrel = 31.5 gallons = 119 l

1 Barrel petroleum

= 42 gallons = 158.97 l
	1 Pint = 0.551 l

1 Quart = 1.101 l

1 Peck = 8.81 l

1 Bushel = 35.239 l


	


B.  Clothing
1.  Seizes - Men

	
	Underwear:
	Sweaters:
	
	
	        Hats:
	

	USA:
	Germany:
	Germany:
	
	
	USA:
	Germany:
	

	S

M

L

XL
	46-48 or 4

50-52 or 5, 6

54-56 or 7, 8

58 or 59
	46

48-50

52-54

56
	
	
	6 ¾

6 3/8

7

7 1/8

7 ¼ 

7 3/8

7 ½ 
	54

55

56

57

58

59

60
	


	       Shoes:
	        Shirts:
	   Suits/Coats:
	          Slacks:

	USA:
	Germany:
	USA:
	Germany:
	USA:
	Germany:
	USA:
	Germany:

	6½ 

7

7½

8

8½

9

9½

10

10½
	39

40

40½

41

41½

42

42½

43

43½
	14

14½ 

15

15½

16

16½

17
	36

37

38

39/40

41

42

43
	32

34

36

38

40

42

44

46

48
	42

44

46

48

50

52

54

56

58
	30”

32”

34”

36”

38”

40”

42”

44”

46”
	75 cm

80 cm

85 cm

90 cm

95 cm

100 cm

105 cm

110 cm

115 cm


2.  Seizes - Women

	    Underwear:
	           Bras:
	
	        Socks:
	

	USA:
	Germany:
	USA:
	Germany:
	
	USA:
	Germany:
	

	XS

S

M

L

XL

XXL
	60

65

70

75

80

85
	30

32

34

36

38

40
	65

70

75

80

85

90
	
	8

8 ½ 

9

9 ½

10

10 ½ 
	0

1

2

3

4

6
	


	       Shoes:
	Blouses, Dresses, Coats:
	
	
	

	USA:
	Germany:
	USA:
	Germany:
	
	
	
	

	4

4 ½

5

5 ½

6

6 ½

7

7 ½

8

8 ½

9

9 ½ 

10
	35

35 ½

36

36 ½

37

37 ½

38

38 ½

39

39 ½ 

40

40½

41
	6/28

8/30

10/32

12/34

14/36

16/38

18/40

20/42
	34

36

38

40

42

44

46

48
	
	
	
	


3.  Seizes - Children

	
	Clothing:
	Shoes:
	
	
	

	USA:
	Germany:
	Germany:
	USA:
	Germany:
	
	

	2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16
	  92

  98

104

110

116

122

128

134

140

146

152

158

164

170

176
	20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34
	Newborn

3 months

6 months

9 months

12 months

18 months

2 Toddler

3 Toddler

4 Toddler
	56

62

68

74

80

86

94

98

104
	
	


V.  The Constitutional Bodies of the Federal Republic of Germany and how they are connected

	            certificate of

           -------------------------

           | appointment
	Fed. Constitutional Court

	------------------------

       |    elects         |

	           |
	
	       |
	half of        |

	Federal President

	
	       |

       |

       |
	the judges  |

                  |  elects

                  |  half of 

	  | | |   | |certificate of

  | | |   | | appointment
	
	       |

       |
	                  |  the judges

                  |

	  | | |   |  ----------------------->

  | | |  ---------------------------

  | | |suggests dismissal of FP
	Federal Government

	       |

       |

       |
	                  |

                  |

                  |

	  | | |

  | | |

  | | |
	|

election and dismissal

of the Chancellor
	       |

       |

       |
	Federal Council


	  | | | suggests Chancellor
	|
	       |
	|

	  | | ---------------------------->

  | ----------------------------->

  |   dismissal of Parliament
	Federal Parliament

	       |

------
	|

send representatives

|

	  |  
	  |                   |
	
	|

	  |                                              |                   |

  |              ------------------------                    |

  |              |        all MPs                               |
	
	State Governments


	  |              |

elects        |

  |              |

  |              |
	|

Federal elections

|

|
	
	|

election and dismissal of

the Minister-President

|

	Federal Assembly

	|

|

|
	
	State Parliaments


	                 |
	|
	
	   |               |

	                 --------------------------------------|------------------------------               |

	                       elect half of the members      |
	State Elections

	
	|
	
	                   |

	
	The People

	                               |

------------------------


� Following the German unification, parliament voted in 1990 to make Berlin the capital, again and to move the site of parliament /government back to Berlin.  The move from Bonn to Berlin took place in September 1999.  The founding fathers of the Federal Republic of Germany had picked Bonn over Frankfurt/M. to become the new capital for two reasons:  it was close to the first chancellor's place of home and they were afraid that if Frankfurt, the cradle of Germany's parliamentary history in 1848, was picked, it would later become impossible to move the site of parliament / government back to Berlin, i.e., once Germany would be united again.


� Recent archaeological excavations proved that the battle took place north of Osnabrück and not in the Teutoburger Forest as believed until then.  The Northern parts of Germany remained under control of the German tribes, while the Southern parts of Germany benefited from Roman achievements and were influenced by its culture, e.g., the cities of Trier and Cologne were founded by the Romans.


� Latin: Sacrum Imperium Romanum (Nationis Germanicae); German: Heiliges Römisches Reich (Deutscher Nationen).


� E.g., the Archbishop of Würzburg build the Residence.


� For the first time the Prussians used breech-loader rifles and won.  Thereafter, Austria was no longer a part of Germany but concentrated its influence on south eastern Europe, where it come in conflict with Russian interests, leading later to World War I.


� Bismarck is an ambivalent figure in German history.  On the one hand he united Germany and introduced social reforms, on the other hand he was not much of a believer in democracy.  Being an aristocrat and conservative East Prussian big estate owner, he despised the (failed) democratic revolution of 1848.  Prussian King Wilhelm I. appointed him as chancellor of Prussia in 1862.  Bismarck basically governed Prussia without paying any attention to the rights of the parliament till 1866, when he asked for forgiveness from parliament following Prussia's victory in the Seven Weeks War against Austria.  It was granted and he stayed on.  In 1878 he had the socialist German party banned and tried to win over supporters of that party by introducing a mandatory health insurance and pension funds.  However, he lost the support of the socialist Members of Parliament for his undemocratic politics towards that party and also lost the confidence of the conservative parties for his "socialist ideas" of a sophisticated social welfare system.  Furthermore, he had alienated the conservative and mainly catholic parties by his strict Protestant views and the strict division of State and religion, e.g., in 1870 he had introduced the Offices of Vital Statistics (“Standesämter”) and mandated that people get married there in a civil ceremony instead of a church wedding.  Bismarck was forced to resign by the German Emperor Wilhelm II. in 1890.


� The war of 1870/71 is the last one won by Germany ever since.


� The Nazis saw their regime in the tradition of the first two empires: (1) Holy Roman Empire of German Nations (9/10th century - 1806) and (2) German Empire (1871-1918).  Therefore, they called it Third Reich.


� Wilhelm belongs to the line of heritage of the Hohenzollern.  Since the 16th century all coronations of the Hohenzollern took place on 18th January, e.g., Wilhelm I. was proclaimed King of Prussia on January 18, 1861.


� Seen as a tribute to Roman history, the victorious commander-in-chief becomes the new ruler.  The German unity was not established by a civil revolution within Germany but by a war fought by the Northern and Southern German States against a common foe.  Yet, the title "German emperor" constitutes a compromise.  Prussian King Wilhelm I rejected the title "Emperor of the German People" for its democratic touch, but instead wanted to be called "Emperor of Germany".  However, in such a case there would have been no room left for the King of Bavaria.  Therefore, everybody agreed on the title "German Emperor".


� With that money he built himself a couple of beautiful castles throughout Bavaria, attracting now-a-days thousands of tourists every year.


� The first German Republic ever, named after the city of Weimar, where the first session of the parliament took place because there were riots going on at that time in Berlin.


� Bremen would have probably not remained a free Hanseatic city as it was since the end of the 30 Year War in 1648, if it were not for the Americans looking for a port in the north.  It might have been added to the British zone otherwise.  The British had picked their zone in the north for two reasons:  it was close to home and traditional links already existed between the British King and the former Kingdom of Hanover.  The British monarchs had changed their name from the German line of heritage Sachsen-Coburg-Gotha to Windsor in 1917, while World War I. was still going on, in which the British fought against the Germans.


� For Example: The State of Lower Saxony was created out-of the former States Oldenburg, Braunschweig, Schumburg-Lippe and the so-called Prussian province Hanover, formerly the (English) Kingdom Hanover.


�  The Wall had came down on November 11, 1989.  However, this date was not found to be an appropriate day to celebrate since from November 9-11, 1938 Nazis had looted Jewish shops and burnt Synagogues throughout Germany ("Reichskristallnacht").  Consequently, the October 3, 1990 was picked as "German Unity Day", the date on which the formal unification took place.


� The British introduced a quite different concept with respect to the municipalities and their rights than the Americans.  However, after almost 50 years of existence of these two municipality concepts, the States that used to make up the British zone are gradually changing their system to the American concept of the municipalities as practiced throughout southern Germany.  The split between the Northern/British concept and the Southern/American concept with respect to the municipality system is thereby overcome.


� It was influenced by the Americans and, therefore, some of the provisions where incompatible to the German traditions.  Nevertheless, the constitution was approved by a huge majority of the people of Bremen in a referendum.  Consequently, the drafters of the Federal Constitution had to grant exemptions of the otherwise applicable Federal constitutional settings to the Free Hanseatic City of Bremen in order to win support, e.g., Art. 141 GG.


� The date and place were picked on purpose for it was exactly 100 years and one month ago that the Germans had first attempted to establish a nation wide parliamentary monarchy in Frankfurt - but failed.  Therefore, Frankfurt is considered the cradle of German parliamentary history.  The Paulskirche in Frankfurt shows an exhibition of the German attempt to form a democracy in 1848.


� The Military Governors approved the text, drafted by the German Parliamentary Council.  Thereafter all State parliaments in the Western occupation zone voted on the text and approved it, too, with the exception of the Bavarian Parliament.  Yet, since two-third of the states had approved the Basic Law it came into force anyhow.


� It proved to be drafted too broadly and too appealing to refugees of any kind, especially since those refugees would be automatically entitled to almost full coverage under the German welfare system.  Consequently, the right of asylum was narrowed by a joint effort of the European Union and subsequently the right of asylum as well as the German Asylum Act modified in 1996.


� In the Weimar Constitution the basic rights were contained in the Art. 109 through Art. 181.  Yet, they were not spelt out in such a detailed way but only broadly and vaguely phrased.


� general = everyone is allowed to vote; free = no one is forced to cast his/her vote; equal = "one man one vote"; secret = it is prohibited to cast the vote in public; direct = no electors.


�  The principle of self-government for local matters dates back to the Prussian Minister Baron vom Stein who first introduced it in 1808.


� The Federal Council is a traditional body dating back to 1871 when it was a stronghold of the representatives of the principalities and kingdoms.  In 1918 it was replaced by the Reichs Council, giving the States lesser rights.  The present Federal Council's powers stand between those of the Federal Council of 1871 and those of the Reichs Council of 1918.


� Theodor Heuss (FDP) 1949-59, Heinrich Lübke (CDU) 1959-69, Gustav Heinemann (SPD) 1969-74, Walter Scheel (FDP) 1974-79, Karl Carstens (CDU) 1979-1984, Richard von Weizäcker (CDU) 1984-94, Roman Herzog (CDU) 1994-1999, Johannes Rau (SPD) 1999-2004, Horst Köhler (CDU) 2004-present.


�  The concept of cosigning was introduced by Baron vom Stein in Prussia in 1808 to demonstrate a Minister's responsibility for the acts of the head of state.  At those times the later could never be held responsible for the monarch as head of state was untouchable.


� Presidents of the Weimar Republic were Friedrich Ebert (1918-1925) and Paul von Hindenburg (1925-1934), the later being a former General Field Marshall in World War I.


� President (party) his term of office: Konrad Adenauer (CDU) 1949-63, Ludwig Erhard (CDU) 1963-66, Kurt Georg Kiesinger (CDU) 1966-69, Willy Brandt (SPD) 1969-1974, Helmut Schmidt (SPD) 1974-1982, Helmut Kohl (CDU) 1982-1998, Gerhard Schröder (SPD) 1998-2005, Angela Merkel 2005-present.


� Chancellor Helmut Kohl held the office for a record time of 16 years in a row, unprecedented in the Federal Republic of Germany.  The only chancellor being longer in office was Reichs Chancellor Bismarck, who was Reichs Chancellor from 1871 to 1890 ("Eternal Chancellor").


� Prince Karl von Hardenberg was the first to use the title chancellor.  He was Prussian chancellor from 1810 to 1821 and he also first claimed the right to set policy guidelines for his ministers.


� During the Weimar Republic the President was the Commander-in-Chief and the Armed Forces were never really incorporated into the democratic system.


�  This has only been practiced twice so far.  In 1972 the CDU and its chancellor candidate Rainer Barzel failed to win sufficient votes in Parliament to force Chancellor Willy Brandt (SPD) to resign.  In 1982, the Parliament voted for Helmut Kohl (CDU) to become Chancellor.  Consequently, Chancellor Helmut Schmidt (SPD) had to resign.


� Chancellor Gerhard Schröder (SPD) asked the Federal President to dismiss Parliament after he had (intentionally) lost a vote of confidence in 2005.  The Constitutional Court later approved the President’s decision to accept such a vote as a valid reason for the dismissal of Parliament.


� The drafters of the Basic Law had well in mind that a weak economy and the inflation of 1929 had played a substantial role in the uprising of the political turmoil, bringing the Nazi party (NSDAP) to power.  Furthermore, they were faced with yet another currency reform.  The "Reichsmark (RM)" had become worthless following Germany's defeat in World War II. and was replaced by the "Deutsche Mark (DM)".


� The President Roman Herzog was Chief Justice of the Federal Constitutional Court when he was nominated by the CDU/CSU for the office of Federal President.


� Judgment of Nov. 4, 1925, V 621/24, 111 Entscheidungen des Reichsgerichtes in Zivilsachen [RGZ] 320 (F.R.G.).


� An exemption only exists in the State of Schleswig-Holstein, where the Party of the Danish minority is not bound by the barring clause in local and state elections.


� E.g. The former French President Mitterant was even allowed a wife and a mistress, while a British Minister had to step down following his affair with a prostitute.  Notwithstanding his 3 divorces, Gerhard Schröder was elected German Chancellor in 1998.


� In Germany the first party-like groups of like-minded persons were formed 150 years ago in the wake of the later failed German civil revolution of 1848.  Consequently, the role of political parties was extremely limited in the German Empire (1871-1918).  In many circles it was considered "unrefined" to plunge oneself into the "hurly-burly of politics" and to stir up conflicts - quite possibly in public, what is more - in a harmony imposed by the imperial authorities and designed to paper over social differences, e.g., one famous comment of those days is: I don't know any parties, I only know Germans.


�  Bebel was the first socialist Member of Parliament in the Parliament of the North German Confederation in 1867.  He had won his mandate in Saxony.


� Liebknecht's son Karl later deserted the cause of the party and became a leading figure of the Communist Party of Germany.  In 1918 he was murdered together with Rosa Luxemburg by right wing activists in Berlin.


� Brandt, who was born as Herbert E. Frahm in Lübeck in 1913, flew out of Nazi Germany and returned with the Norwegian Forces to Germany in 1945.  He later became mayor of West-Berlin, chairperson of the SPD and after his resignation the party's first honorable chairperson ever.  He stepped down as Federal Chancellor when Guenter Guilleaume, a member of his staff, turned out to be an East German spy.  While in office, he also won the Nobel Peace Price in 1971 for his reconciliation policy with Eastern Europe - without, however, casting doubt on the Federal Republic's ties with the West.  He deceased in 1993 and has been laid to rest in Berlin.


� Erhard, a devoted cigar smoker, was born and grew up in Franconia.


� Strauß ruled Bavaria from 1969 up to his death in 1988, polling an absolute majority of the votes in every state election.  The newly constructed Munich Airport "FJS" is named after him.  Yet, his strong conservative views alienated even some CDU voters when he run for Federal Chancellor in 1980, consequently scoring only a low result.  Before he became Minister-President of Bavaria, he was a Federal Minister from 1953 to 1969, e.g., Defense Minister (1956-1962).


� They also became lovers and, tragically, he shot her out-of jealousy before pointing the gun against himself.


� All party committees have to consist of an equal share of female and male delegates.


� Fischer became famous when he took the oath of office for a ministerial job in the State of Hesse, wearing blue jeans and gym shoes in the early 1980s.


� Genscher became Interior Minister in the SPD-FDP coalition in 1969.  In 1974 he became Foreign Minister and Vice-Chancellor.  In 1982 he had the FDP desert the coalition for political reasons and form a new coalition with the CDU/CSU, whereby he remained all his posts, making him the longest reigning Foreign Minister in a Western democracy so far.  Being born in Halle, that later became part of East Germany, he always had a strong interest in German unity.  His biggest success came in 1989 when he negotiated the release of East German refugees that had sought refuge in the embassy of the FRG in Prague to West Germany.  He resigned from all his offices in 1993.


� Like the Mayor of Berlin Klaus Wowereit (SPD), he is the second openly gay politician in Germany.


� The German approach towards the freedom of speech is quite different from the American one.  Germans more easily think that all things not expressly forbidden are automatically good.


�  Do not mistake them for the American GOP.  The party's long time chairperson was Franz Schönhuber, a Bavarian whose is proud to have served with the SS in World War II.  He has published a book titled: "I was one of them", in which he glorifies his deeds.  Later, he switched parties and teamed up with Gerhard Frey, a multi-millionaire and right wing activist living in Munich.  Frey is the head-figure of the DVU and publishes several right wing magazines and newspapers.


� In the times of the old Greeks, the physical education and the traditional education played an equally big role.  The Romans carried on this tradition in their saying: "Mens sana in corpore sano" (a healthy mind in a healthy body).  When the two educational goals fell apart, the Germans and the Italians used the word "Gymnasium" for the traditional education, while the English used it for its sporting part.  The Gymnasium as now in existence in Germany was heavily influenced by the Prussian undersecretary of education Wilhelm Humboldt.  He reformed the German education system and founded the University of Berlin in 1810.


� In the late 1970s, some States have tried to reform or modify the system.  Yet, most of these approaches have failed and there are only few schools left that follow a different approach.


� The concept is so complicated that it would take up to much time to explain it here right now in depth.


� Bismarck established this Prussian administrative system throughout the German Empire in 1871.


� Germany's highest income tax rate is currently 45%.


� Following the defeat in 1918, the Armed Forces were desperately needed to fight communists attempts to overthrow the newly formed democratic government.  In return the Armed Forces asked and were granted special rights.


� While the statutory health insurance was planed to have all costs covered by the employee and employer contributions, the pension funds - also introduced by Bismarck in 1889 - were never planed to be self-supporting.  Now-a-days both insurance heavily depend on fiscal contributions.


� Notice of the phone numbers of the doctors on emergency duty is given in doctor's and dentist's surgeries, drug stores, hospitals, police and fire stations as well as in daily newspapers.
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