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SUBJECT:  Automotive Battery Maintenance Responsibilities

1.
PURPOSE:  To provide commanders and leaders with information about automotive batteries and overall maintenance responsibilities for automotive batteries.

2.
FACTS:  The U.S. Army has spent millions of dollars over the years on replacement batteries.  The new 6TL battery, NSN 6140-01-446-9498, although not maintenance free, fielded over the past year, will eventually save on overall battery consumption by Army units.  More about battery maintenance and who pulls the required Preventive Maintenance Checks and Services (PMCS) on batteries follows: 


a.
In addition to the -10 Technical Manual (TM), the responsibility of caring for batteries is found in TM 9-6140-200-14, Maintenance Manual for Lead-Acid Storage Batteries, Sep 98, which states that Direct Support and General Support will conduct maintenance on all batteries. 


b.
Operator/Crew Maintenance responsibilities and instructions are located in Chapter 2 of TM 9-6140-200-14.


c.
Unit-level maintenance responsibilities are contained in Chapter 3 of TM 9-6140-200-14.


d.
A Maintenance Advisory Message (MAM) # 02-010 from TACOM supplements the PMCS Table on all -10 TMs.  Ensure you have a copy of this MAM in your –10 TM. 



3.
CURRENT STATUS:  All units need to ensure the information for the PMCS Table from the MAM is posted to all -10 TMs.  Motor mechanics must be provided this information and the Motor Sergeant needs to make operators/users of equipment with the new batteries aware of PMCS requirements.  If in doubt, contact your Direct Support Maintenance shop. 


REFERENCES:  TM 9-6140-200-14 (Sep 98), equipment -10 TMs, and TACOM MAM, 051325Z NOV01, TB 43-0244 Aug 92.
POINT OF CONTACT:   G-4 Maintenance Branch, 484-8105 / 7201.
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