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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

HEADQUARTERS, 21ST THEATER ARMY AREA COMMAND

UNIT 23203

APO AE  09263

AERPE-OP-S  (385)

MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

SUBJECT:  Occupational Safety and Health Act Compliance

1.  The Occupational Safety and Health Act (OSHA) is mandatory law and will be complied with.  The following requirements are outlined in OSHA on workplace inspections:

    a.  All areas and operations of each workplace, including office operations, shall be inspected at least annually (OSHA 1960.25).  More frequent inspections shall be conducted in all workplaces where there is an increased risk of accident, injury, or illness due to the nature of the work performed.

    b.  Inspections will include all pertinent conditions, structures, machines, apparatus, devices, equipment, and materials (OSHA 1960.26).
    c.  Inspections must be conducted by personnel with the equipment and competence to recognize hazards (OSHA 1960.25).
2.  The Army calls these inspections Standard Army Safety and Occupational Health Inspections (SASOHIs).  The United States Army, and Seventh Army Regulation 385-10, Implementation of the Hazard Communication Standard, makes the installation responsible for conducting them.
3.  Safety is a command responsibility.  Commanders will ensure OSHA requirements are complied with.

    a.  Commanders will request SASOHIs in writing through applicable Area Support Group/Base Support Battalion (ASG/BSB) commanders and provide copies of the requests to my safety office.
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    b.  In those instances where the ASGs/BSBs are unable to provide timely assistance, I hereby authorize the first full time safety professional in the unit’s chain of command to conduct OSHA inspections of industrial operations (motor pools, etc.).

    c.  I also hereby authorize safety officers/noncommissioned officers who have attended the Safety Officers’ Course (SOC 40) to conduct OSHA inspections of office/administrative operations only.
4.  Commanders must also ensure that occupational health is covered during annual inspections.  Where safety personnel do not have the expertise to conduct health inspections, the local Center for Health Promotion and Preventive Medicine Industrial Hygienist must be contacted for assistance.

5.  Feel free to contact my safety office staff for assistance and further guidance.  We must comply with OSHA - it’s the law, and it makes sense.

6.  The point of contact is Mr. Wayne Taylor, 484-7317.

7.  FIRST IN SUPPORT!

                                  ORIGINAL SIGNED

                                 CHARLES S. MAHAN, JR.

                                 Major General, USA

                                 Commanding
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