Gang: This is serious business, especially as we get into winter driving. Please ensure we're straight. Commanders (LTC level and above) have the approval authority to make an exception -- short term ONLY -- for operational purposes. Each exception needs to be documented. Tx. csm

It has been brought to my attention that several 21st TAACOM tactical vehicles, recently, have been observed without retroreflective delineators.  Commanders are reminded that operating a tactical vehicle without delineators is in direct violation of USAREUR Reg 385-55, Prevention of Motor Vehicle Accidents.

Effective immediately all 21st TAACOM tactical vehicles without two clean, serviceable delineators will be deadlined until the situation is corrected.

The following excerpts from UR 385-55 are provided for your information:                                                                                                               
UR 385-55

APPENDIX H

USAREUR MILITARY VEHICLE CONSPICUITY PROGRAM

H-1. PURPOSE

This appendix explains how to use military vehicle delineators (MVDs) and military vehicle delineator plates (MVDPs) in USAREUR. Use of MVDs and MVDPs will help prevent rear-end collisions by making military vehicles conspicuous.

H-2. APPLICATION

The policy in this appendix applies to every tactical tracked, wheeled, and trailer vehicle in USAREUR. Only the retroreflective markings specified this appendix will be used on the rear of vehicles operating in USAREUR.

H-3. REQUIREMENTS

a. Policy. Each tactical tracked, wheeled, and trailer vehicle will have at least two 30- by 30 centimeter MVDs or MVDPs affixed to the rear of the vehicle, regardless of the size of the vehicle. 

b. Other Retroreflection Requirements. Oversized and special use vehicles will have military conspicuity stripes (MCSs) affixed to the entire width of the rear of the vehicle. These MCSs will be made from diamond-shaped, prismatic-lens, retroreflective sheeting. Convoy safety escort vans and tractors operating without trailers are examples of special use vehicles. 

H-4. MVD and MVDP DESCRIPTION

a. The MVDs is a type 3900G diamond-shaped, prismatic-lens, retroreflective sheeting that makes vehicles conspicuous day and night. This sheeting causes the lights from a following vehicle to reflect back to the trailing driver efficiently. This gives the rear motorist a clear delineation of the boundaries of the vehicle in front. 

b. Since red is the universal sign of danger, the normal driver reaction is to drive either to the right or left, rather than straight ahead. This tendency is reinforced by the arrow shape of the red design, which points the following driver away from the center of the military vehicle. Yellow, the caution color, is used to contrast with the red and catch the following driver's attention well in advance.

H-5. ORDERING

a. MVDs, MVDPs, and MCSs are listed in volume 10 of the International Federal Supply Schedule (IFSS) and will be administered by the General Services Administration (GSA). USAREUR Regulation 715-2, paragraph 8.404, gives authority for units to use the IFSS.

b. Units will use the nomenclatures in table H-1 to order MVDs, MVDPs, and MCSs through the local procurement section of their supply support activity (SSA). The SSA will use the IFSS to complete DA Form 3953 (Purchase Request and Commitment) (PR&C). The PR&C will be sent to the servicing regional contracting office for acquisition from the IFSS source. Use of the incremental delivery order benefit listed in the IFSS is encouraged. This method is cheaper because it eliminates the recurring administrative costs of redundant procurement.

H-6. PLACEMENT

Specific placement locations for the more common Army tactical vehicles are shown in the MVD description and mounting instructions at the end of this regulation.

a. Two MVDs or MVDPs will be mounted on the rear of each vehicle, as close to the outside corners as possible, with the red portion to the inside, preferably within 2 meters of the ground. The absence of fenders may require mounting the MDV on the back of the cab. Mudflap mounting is possible only with the use of MVDPs and bolts.

b. Because MVDs that adhere directly to vehicle surfaces cannot be removed for repositioning, units should consider the following options: 

(1) MVDs that can be nonremovably affixed to the vehicle surfaces. The vehicle surface where the MVDs are to be affixed must be clean and dry and free of any surface contaminants (such as oil or grease). 

(2) MVDPs that can be affixed to vehicle surfaces to be nonremovable or removable by suing sheetmetal screws, bolts or rivets. Nylon washers should be used to prevent damage to the sheeting.

(3) Type SJ3531 dual lock 400 fasterners, which have an acrylic pressure-sensitive adhesive (PSA) for adherence to surfaces treated with military polyeurethene paint, if quick removability is needed or desired. The vehicle surface where the SJ3531 dual lock 400s will be affixed must be clean, dry, and free of surface contaminants (such as oil or grease).

H-7. MAINTENANCE

Delineators and other vehicle reflective systems will be cleaned with clear water before vehicles depart an installation or encampment. Vehicle maintenance rest stop instructions to drivers of tactical wheeled and tracked vehicles will include wiping delineators and other lighting and reflective devices clean of road mud or dirt.

