Subject:  Local Purchase Authority (LPA) for Supply/Service Commodities

1.  Before the IMPAC Cardholder can procure or the supporting Contracting Office can solicit for supplies or services, the requesting activity must cite the appropriate LPA for the supplies/services being requested.  The LPA is important since this is the regulation that authorizes the services/supplies being ordered.  The omission or incorrectly identifying the LPA can lead to a violation of legal restrictions on use of appropriated funds or an improper purchase due to required approval or other restriction.  In addition, the requesting activity is also responsible for obtaining the applicable approval if required by the regulation being cited.  While the LPA is assigned by the requesting activity, it should be screened by the IMPAC official prior to placing the order.

2.  Below is a listing of LPA and applicable approval required, with which each IMPAC official and requiring activity should be familiar.  Although IMPAC purchases for supplies and services are limited to $2,500.00, correct citation of local purchase authority, which authorizes the purchase of supplies or services with applicable approval, is required regardless of the value of the acquisition.

3.  To facilitate the citation of the applicable regulation and if additional approval is required other than from the requesting activity, the below listing of supplies and services identified by commodity is provided.  It is noted that some types of services and supplies are special and, therefore, required “special approval” documents while other items are prohibited.

4.  The listing is provided to assist the requesting activities identify the correct LPA for common recurring commodities and should not be considered all inclusive.

                                             RESTRICTION/APPROVAL                       LOCAL PURCHASE

ITEM                                            REQUIREMENT                                  AUTHORITY (LPA)

Advertisement in
Approval Required
AR 710-2

Local Newspaper

AFARS Para. 5.5

Note:  Advertisements in newspapers must be supported by an approved DD Form 1535 from a Community Commander

Rental of Commercial
60 days or less – approval by ASG
AR 58-1

NTVs
Commander or the Deputy/XO/Chief 


of Staff


61 days or more – approval from
AR 58-1


ODCSLOG, USAREUR

Note:  Coordination required with the supporting Transportation Motor Pool Office

                                             RESTRICTION/APPROVAL                       LOCAL PURCHASE

ITEM                                            REQUIREMENT                                  AUTHORITY (LPA)

Flags, Guidons,
Restriction
AR 840-10

Streamers, tabards,
Support Activity unless exception

and Automobile and
to policy is granted

Aircraft Plates

Note:  All flags, guidons, and accessories will be furnished by the U.S. Army Support Activity, Philadelphia unless exception to policy is granted.  All items will be manufactured in accordance with official drawings and specifications furnished by the Director, The Institute of Heraldry.

Furniture
None
AR 710-2

German Postage Stamps
Approval Required
AR 25-51

                                                        (Generally through Official Mail
UR 25-51


Manager of the ASG or BSB)

Repair of Tier III
5th Signal Command through
UR 25-1

Office Equipment
Maintenance Centers and/or contracts

Training – USAREUR
Approval Required
UR 350-1

Training Directive

UR 715-2

(Military)

Chaplain Services and Supplies

Services and Supplies
Approval required based on
AR 165-1

dollar threshold
AR 710-2

Audiovisual and Photographic

AR 25-1

Support Equipment and Materials

UR 360-11



UR 715-2, para



17.12201

Equipment
Approval through the supporting
Same as above


Training Support Activity

Materials/Services
Approval through the supporting
Same as above

(including development and
Training Support Activity

processing of photographic film)

Repair Parts
Approval if unit cost is more 
Same as Above


than $500.00 per line item

Note:  Approval level based on dollar limitation of commercial equipment

                                             RESTRICTION/APPROVAL                       LOCAL PURCHASE

ITEM                                            REQUIREMENT                                  AUTHORITY (LPA)

Commander’s Coins
Approval Required
AR 600-8-22


By 21st TSC CG, DCG,
AR 672-20


or CofS
USAREUR Command



Policy Letter 23, dtd 



16 Jun 99



21st TSC CG Bulletin 

Maintenance and Repair
Submit requirement to
AR 750-1

Army concept and policies
supporting Maintenance Acty
UR 750-4

Maintenance and Repair of
Submit requirement to
AR 750-1

commercial equipment
supporting Maintenance Acty
UR 750-4

except Tier III items

Office Supplies
None
AR 710-2

Awards, Trophies, and
Approvals Required
AR 600-8-22

other employee

AR 672-20

recognition

UR 672-20 Suppl 1


UR 672-5-1

Note:  Approval by USAREUR ODCSPER required unless specifically provided for in an Army or USAREUR Regulation.  Trophies include but will not be limited to cups, plaques, badges, buttons, and similar objects that represent the type of achievement or contest.

Equal Opportunity Program
Restrictions
AR 600-21

Note:
Expenditure of funds permitted for quest speakers, artistic, or cultural activities, food exhibits or samples (the sample will not be intended as meals or refreshments), publications, and so forth, as long as the intent is to promote cross-cultural harmony and awareness.  Payment for entertainment-type activities incident to an agency sponsored Ethnic History Program is legitimate if the performance is part of an educational awareness program

Lumber and Allied
Restrictions
UR 710-2

Product

Fireworks Display
Approval Required
AR 420-90 and

(fire protection)

USAREUR Suppl 1

Wear and Appearance of 
Restrictions
AR 670-1

Army Uniforms and Insignia

AR 710-2

                                             RESTRICTION/APPROVAL                       LOCAL PURCHASE

ITEM                                            REQUIREMENT                                  AUTHORITY (LPA)

Army Studies and Analysis
None
AR 5-5

Managing Analytical and
None
AR 5-14

Support Services

Expression of Sympathy
Monetary Restrictions
UR 690-69

(ie. Floral Wreath)

Test, Measurement and
Approval Required
AR 750-43

Diagnostic Equipment

UAI 17.12603

(TMDE)

Note:  Not all equipment used for testing, measurement, or diagnosis is classified as TMDE.  The requiring activity needs to furnish a copy of the approval or state on the DA Form 3953 that the items to be purchased are not TMDE and not subject to the intensive management of AR 750-43.

Purchase of Light
Approval Required
AR 672-20 and

Refreshments for

USAREUR Suppl 1

Award Ceremonies

Note:  May be purchased for light refreshment such as coffee, tea, light pastries, at nominal cost, to be served at the reception in ceremonies to honor civilian employees receiving recognition for suggestions, performance, or other efforts.  May not be purchased for military personnel receiving normal awards for performance, etc., but only for those receiving incentive awards for suggestions, disclosures , invention , or scientific achievement under 10 U.S.C. 1124.

Purchase of Drinking
Approval Required
DFAS-IN 37-1,

Water

para. 20-189

Note:  Drinking water may be purchased with appropriated funds only when the public water supply is declared unsafe for human consumption or there is no public water supply safe for human consumption available in a particular area or location.  This is a particularly problematic area and legal advice should be sought before committing appropriated funds.

Gifts and Mementos
Approval Required and May Be Presented
AR 37-47


Only To Authorized Foreign and
UR 360-1


Non-DOD guests


Note:  Appropriated funds may not be used to purchase gifts and mementos for U.S. Government employees.  Except for authorized guests receiving official hospitality, appropriated funds may not be used to purchase gifts and mementos for non-Government employees.

                                             RESTRICTION/APPROVAL                       LOCAL PURCHASE

ITEM                                            REQUIREMENT                                  AUTHORITY (LPA)

Food and Beverages
Normally permitted for non-Government
AR 37-47


Employees only when they are authorized
UR 360-1


Foreign guests at official entertainment.
JFTR/JTR


Normally permitted for Government 


employees only when they are in a TDY


status.

Note:  Appropriated funds may not normally be used to purchase food and beverages for U.S. Government employees, who are not in a TDY status, except for those authorized to eat in an appropriated fund dining facility.  Except for authorized guests receiving official hospitality, and certain limited emergencies, appropriated funds may not be used to provide food and beverages for non-Government employees, who are not authorized per diem pursuant to validly issued invitational travel orders.  Given the complexity of this area, legal advice should be sought in doubtful cases.
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