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Get your military vehicle ready for the winter weather 

by Arthur McQueen, USAREUR Public Affairs 

HEIDELBERG, Germany – No one likes to be left out in the cold.   In cavalry days, proper care of one’s horse could mean the difference between life and death, especially in winter.  

The USAREUR Safety Office has some suggestions for taking care of your trusty steed to ensure that this winter you spend less time slogging through the snow, and more time on the go.

Chief Warrant Officer Larry Bugg, USAREUR Safety Office, says proper preventive maintenance checks and services will help ensure proper maintenance and will allow vehicles to be at their maximum efficiency. 

Listed below are some of the essential maintenance tasks that vehicle operators should check and correct on assigned equipment as soon as possible.


- Check for missing or damaged side and rear view mirrors.


- Check for the presence and good operation of service lights, blackout drive lights, side marker, turn signals, and stop/tail lights.


- Check seatbelts for security, damage, and operation of buckle and clasp. 


- Check for missing or damaged fire extinguisher, lead seal, and gage for proper pressure.

· Check tires for proper pressure and signs of irregular wear.
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- Check engine coolant systems for proper operation, leaks and missing radiator caps.


- Check condition of antifreeze (should be good to -30 F).


- Check fuel system for leaks and condition of fuel tank cap and seal for serviceability. 


- Check operation of windshield wipers and nozzles, and fluid level in washer reservoir.


- Inspect/inventory vehicle tools for completeness and serviceability. 


- Check serviceability and size of tire chains. 


- Check slave cables and tow bars for completeness and serviceability.


- Ensure equipment operators and maintenance personnel are familiar with vehicle towing and slave starting procedures.


- Inspect all heaters as soon as possible for leakage.

Leaking heaters can present a problem to health as well as safety, as the safety office warns.

“Carbon monoxide poisoning is no joke,” said Bugg.   “You can safeguard against carbon monoxide poisoning by making sure to check to be sure there are no leaks in your vehicle exhaust system, and never sit in vehicles for long periods with the engine running and windows closed.”

“If you suspect there is an exhaust leak, have it repaired,” said Bugg.  “Vehicles standing and idling with leaks can trap gases inside.   Carbon monoxide is odorless, tasteless, and dangerous.”

USAREUR’s mission remains important to the nation; everyone’s safety is important to USAREUR.   Let’s make this winter a safe one. Soldier Hard – Soldier Safe.
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