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Sexual Assault: “Not in Our Army”
by Jason L. Austin

USAREUR PAO

HEIDELBERG, Germany – Each week, on average, two members of the U.S. Army in Europe community report being sexually assaulted, making sexual assault the second most reported felony in USAREUR, according to Lt. Col. Carol A. McKinney, chief, law enforcement, USAREUR Provost Marshall’s Office.

Sexual assault is a broadly defined group of felony crimes including rape, forcible sodomy, assault with the intent to commit rape, and indecent acts with a child, including any attempt at such crimes. 

“Sexual assault is a violent crime that has no place in our Army. It is incompatible with our Army values and our standards of professionalism and discipline,” wrote Gen. B.B. Bell, commander, USAREUR, in Bell Sends #14-04 (http://www.hqusareur.army.mil/BellSendMsgs/Bell%20Sends%2014-04.doc).
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Assaults typically occur in unlocked family quarters or barracks room, on a weekend and during the early morning hours. “Alcohol usually plays a major role in these cases,” McKinney said.

The victims and offenders are usually young, between 17 and 31, and know one another, McKinney said. Victims are typically family members or privates through specialist in support units. Offenders are typically married and fall into the same ranks, but come from a combat arms unit. 

Should you become involved in a sexual assault, keep in mind several important steps. 

First, all sexual assaults should be reported immediately. Victims can make a report with a military policeperson, or go to the nearest hospital, McKinney said. “The medical authorities will ensure that the police are notified.”

Secondly, “It is important to not shower, change clothes, go to the bathroom, brush your teeth, eat or drink before going to the hospital,” said Lt. Col. Jeffrey Lawson, emergency medical consultant, Europe Regional Medical Command.
-more-

ASSAULT

3-3-3-3

The medical exam is important for several reasons other than evidence collection, according to Lawson. The medical examiner can identify and treat any life or limb threatening injuries, offer the patient tests for pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases and offer the patient preventative medications.  

Europe Regional Medical Command facilities will also contact a social worker who serves as the victim’s advocate. The role of the advocate is to explain the process from beginning to end, support the victim’s choices, accompany the victim throughout their exam, and offer immediate help and continuing crisis support, according to Col. Doris Henderson, social work consultant, ERMC.
“Sexual assault victims who did not report an assault immediately may still benefit from supportive counseling no matter how long it has been,” Henderson said. These individuals are encouraged to come in for social work services as well.”
“Sexual assault is a traumatic event. We want people to know when they ask for help, they will be respected and treated with compassion and care to help them overcome the trauma they have experienced.”
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(Editor’s note: This is the first in a series of stories about sexual assault, the crime, the event, its impact and its consequences.)
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