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USAREUR-Wide – Federal Employees Health Benefits Open Season runs from 10 November through 8 December 2003.  Open Season offers all eligible federal employees the opportunity to modify their current health insurance plan or select a new one.  Employees should visit the FEHB website at http://www.opm.gov/insure/03/index.asp to review the Open Season guide, make changes or obtain health plan brochures. 

It is important to note that some insurers do not offer coverage for employees residing overseas. Employees should check the OPM website to determine which insurers offer program overseas.

Other important facts about overseas coverage include:

· Overseas providers are not Preferred Provider Organizations, or PPOs. A PPO is an organization that charges enrollees less money out-of-pocket as part of special insurance agreements.
· Most overseas providers require payment "up front". 

· Some services are "accepted practice" overseas but would be considered experimental or investigational by FEHB plans. 

The U.S. Office of Personnel Management offers special information regarding overseas coverage at the website: http://www.opm.gov/insure/03/html/overseas.asp.

Open Season does not affect new employees, who still have 60 days from their start date to enroll in a health insurance plan.
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