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272nd MP’s Assist Iraqi Police
Story and photos by Maj. Mark Wright, 21st Theater Support Command PAO

BAGHDAD, Iraq - “Please help us…I don’t want to die.”

     These words were uttered in the heat of a mid-June afternoon in a downtown Baghdad police station by a frightened Iraqi police officer.  He was asking Military Police Team Leader Sgt. Paul Meyer for American assistance in protecting him and his fellow officers from the threat of an insurgent group that had sent word to the Iraqi police station to get rid of the Americans, or all Iraqi police officers there would be assassinated.  Meyer is sympathetic, but there is only so much he and his MP Company can do.      

     The 272nd MP Company is stationed on the eastern side of Baghdad, where they venture out each day to try to bring order to Baghdad’s streets by helping the Iraqi police get control of their assigned sections of the city.  

     “We started off here with seven police stations to help out,” said Capt. Jason Marquiss, the 272nd MP Company commander.  “Now I’ve got 24 stations and 31 other facilities in my area of responsibility.  We can’t cover everywhere, so we prioritize our efforts to provide a presence where it’s needed most.” 

     The 272nd, also known as the “Fighting Deuce,” is extremely busy these days.  They have one platoon helping run the Baghdad police academy and the other platoons are engaged in a continuous role as instructors/helpers/inspectors/protectors of the fledgling Iraqi police stations in Baghdad.  

     One team from a platoon detached from the 529th MPs in Heidelberg is keeping a close watch on Baghdad Police Station One.  There, Meyer and his Soldiers man a series of bunkered positions on the roof of the police station.  They are there mostly for a visual deterrence.  

     “The bad guys won’t hit us here during the daytime,” said Meyer.  “They’ll wait until we’ve gone, and then hit the station with AKs and RPG fire.”  

     The windows in the police station are all taped carefully, so they won’t shatter when hit.  Outside, the police officers carefully wash one of their only vehicles, determined to keep it clean and functioning, even though one side is riddled with holes from a previous attack from insurgents that killed two police officers.  

     “They’ve had a whole bunch of supply problems,” Meyer said. “They’ll do whatever they have to (in order) to keep their few patrol cars functioning.”   

     The Iraqi police at the station are enthusiastic, but understandably nervous.  Luaa Shakur is a well educated police officer and is one of the few officers who speak English.  It is Shakur who receives the note saying that unless the Americans leave the station in the next 48 hours, all the Iraqi police officers assigned there will be killed.  

     Shakur is visibly shaken by this and begs Meyer for help.  Meyer is sympathetic, but will not promise more than what they are currently doing.  The company is stretched incredibly thin as it is, and simply can’t do any more.  He also mentions to Officer Shakur that other police stations often get those notes as well, and they are seldom acted upon.  It is just a little psychological warfare, he says.  Shakur nods but looks unconvinced as he turns to go.  

     “These guys are some of the better ones,” said Meyer.  “They’re pretty motivated.  They’ll be OK if they can make it out here long enough to get some experience.”

     At the company headquarters, Marquiss reflected on some of the progress his troops have made in their mission so far.  

     “From where the Iraqi police stations were in February, I have seen a marked improvement. We’re out there with them as much as possible, teaching, coaching, and mentoring.”

     Now that the handover of political power is complete, Marquiss knows that the time has come for the Iraqi police to take charge of their own neighborhoods.  He wishes them luck, and will continue to back them up should they need it.
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