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239th MP’s Take Back Iraq’s Highways
Story and photos by Maj. Mark Wright, 21st Theater Support Command PAO

“Our job is to go out and get shot at,” says Spec. Marco A. Dominguez, team leader for 3rd Platoon, 230th MPs in Baghdad.  “That’s how we find them.”  

This was the introduction to a patrol that took place in and around the Baghdad area one hot, sunny day this June.  

Spec. Dominguez is part of the “Ugly” platoon, on loan from the 554th MPs in Stuttgart, and now serving under 230th MPs in Baghdad.  They ride in M1114 “Up-armored” Hummvees that are bulletproof and can survive small and medium sized explosions from roadside bombs.  Each one has a gun turret in the middle of the vehicle that can hold a medium or heavy machine-gun to provide extra firepower should the MPs need it on a mission.
The MPs perform several missions that usually start out the same way:  Highway patrol.
“We’ll start out just driving around, looking for Ides’ (Improvised Explosive Devices) and ambushes,” says Sgt. Jeff D. Young, another team leader with “Ugly.”  “We’ll also go out with recovery teams to bring back vehicles which were taken out by Ides’ or just broke down.”  

On Wednesday, “Ugly” has been out for less than 45 minutes when the vehicle gunners spot a hostile gunmen on a rooftop next to the road.  The gunmen, with an AK-47 assault rifle, fires off a few quick rounds at the platoon.  One of the turret gunners responds with a short burst of fire but quickly stops after the gunmen vanishes from sight.

“Don’t fire unless you’ve got a target,” bellows Dominguez at his gunner.  This is a very real concern for the platoon, as they have stopped in a fairly densely populated area of Baghdad.  The platoon has heavy and effective weapons for dealing with hostiles, but the possibility of hurting innocent people with those weapons is always in the back of their minds.
In this case, the Iraqi police have responded quickly to the disturbance, and prepare to move into the building where the platoon saw the gunmen.  The platoon’s armored Humvees take up security positions on all four corners of the building to support the Iraqis as they go in.  Just as they do so, more shots are fired from outside the building, again directed at the platoon, although again, no vehicles are struck.  Meanwhile, the Iraqi police can find no gunman left inside the building.

Frustrated, the platoon searches for the gunman among the narrow streets of Baghdad near a major highway.  They find nothing, but the Iraqi police have succeeded in catching up with the gunmen, and a firefight ensues.  The platoon races back to support the police, but arrive too late to participate.  The gunmen have managed to break away from the fight, although the Iraqi police succeed in wounding one of them, while suffering no losses of their own.
All this has come to pass before 90 minutes has elapsed from the time that “Ugly’s” patrol left their home base at Camp Victory North.
The rest of the day passes in a more quiet manner, with the insurgents melting back into the city as the heat of the day increases past 110, 115, 117 degrees or more.   

“Ugly” rolls out on a recovery call, but when they arrive at the reported location, the vehicle is missing.  

“The locals got to it,” says Spec. Dominguez.  “They’ll strip it clean within minutes to sell at the bazaars.”   
The patrol returns to Camp Victory North around 5 p.m. that evening, in good time to allow the Soldiers a chance for a good dinner, some time to relax watching recorded movies, and a good workout at the Battalion’s gym.  
They do their best to enjoy their time off and rest, knowing that tomorrow will be another “Ugly” day on the highways of Iraq.   
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