
AMENDMENT #1 TO AGREEMENT

1st Transportation Movement Control Agency (TMCA) KFOR Rail Conference

16-17 February, 2000 – Sofia, Bulgaria

Members of the signatory railways and governments agree to the following amendments to the Agreement signed 7 October, 1999 in Bucharest, Romania regarding rail movements in support of NATO/US military operations in the Serbian province of Kosovo.  This amendment lists changes; additions and deletions to the original agreement signed in Bucharest, Romania, and applies to all KFOR forces for rail transport to and from Kosovo.

TOPIC 1: Future Operations- KFOR trains planned for May and June 2000.
TOPIC 2: NATO Tie-down Procedures (STANAG 2173) DB Regulation 936- Original agreement remains in effect with the addition of: All governments and railways, having had time to review the above-mentioned procedures, will transmit agreement (or declination) to the Deutche Bahn AG (DB Cargo, CIN4) no later than 31 March, 2000.  These procedures, once agreed to, will be that standard applied for all countries being transited.  The TWA rail car tie down procedures supplement (not currently in STANAG 2173) will be sent to signatory nations and railways no later than 23 February 2000. 

TOPIC 3: Military CIM Freight Warrant/NATO Custom Form 302 and 302A- No change.

TOPIC 4: Intransit Visibility- No change.

TOPIC 5: Security- Original agreement remains in effect with the addition of the following: 

a. All nations agree that U.S. soldiers may accompany trains for the purpose of ensuring security of U.S. military cargo.  This may be in addition to security elements provided by the transited nations.  It is furthermore understood that U.S. soldiers performing security/escort will be allowed to dismount the train for the purpose of inspecting U.S. military cargo at all official halts.  The senior U.S. security person will maintain visual contact with the train conductor at all times when U.S. security personnel are dismounted from the train.  It is furthermore agreed U.S. security personnel will use two-way FM radio as a means of internal communication while conducting inspections.    

b. Greece requires that weapons and ammunition for security personnel must be locked in a sealed container until the exit point of Greece and the senior sending force escort will maintain access (key) to and possession of the container. 

TOPIC 6: Oversized Requirements (Profiles)- Original agreement remains in effect with the addition of: All participating railways agree that on behalf of CFARYM and BDZ, the DB AG will initiate the oversize requests according to UIC form 502 VE, using one and the same BZA (authority number) for both the deployment and redeployment moves.  This is on condition that either the same freight wagons or standardized (UIC-St) freight wagons are used.

TOPIC 7: Routing- No change.

TOPIC 8: Ramp Capacity- No change.

TOPIC 9: Payment Procedures- No change.

TOPIC 10: Availability of Passenger Cars/Railcars- Original agreement remains in effect with the addition of: It is agreed that U.S. Forces will submit requests for railcars for cargo moving from Kosovo to Germany 15 working days prior to the date of loading.  CFARYM will request rail car support in accordance with RIV regulation.

TOPIC 11: Train Lengths and Weights- No change. 
TOPIC 12: Capacities/capabilities of rail site- The indicated railways for KFOR train movements reported the following rail capacities.  It should be noted that all KFOR forces would share these capacities.

Romania. 4 trains/day via Brasov or 3 trains/day via Valea Jiului

Greece.  3 trains/day (2 trains must be a night movement)

Bulgaria.  3-4 trains/day

TOPIC 13: Time frame required for submitting rail requests- Original agreement remains in effect with the addition of the following: 

a. For changes to original requests, changes must be submitted to the origin railway and each nation no later than 24 hours prior to movement, but not later than 0900 hours of the previous day. 

b. At the same time the diplomatic clearance paperwork is submitted to the DAO in Greece, a parallel communication by telephone will be made with the Greek point of contact in the Ministry of Defense, General Defense Staff.

TOPIC 14: Transit times- It is agreed that the following approximate transit times will apply 

Nation 

Hours to Transit


Germany

10-12 hours


Austria

6-8 hours


Hungary

10-12 hours


Romania

22-26 hours (customs formalities not included)


Bulgaria

16 (Kjustendil) 20 (border to border)


Greece

8-10 hours


FYROM

4 hours (customs formalities not included)


TOPIC 15: TWA (Low-bed Railcars)- Add: 1st TMCA will request TWA agreement through ICTB NLT 1 March 2000.

TOPIC 16: Hazardous Material (HAZMAT) (RID)- No change.
TOPIC 17: STANAG 2156 (Request for Surface Transportation)- No change

NEW TOPIC-TOPIC 18: INTER-RAIL COORDINATION FORM-Based on the recommendation of the OBB (Austrian Railways), each of the transited countries agree to use the Inter-Rail Coordination Form attached to this Agreement.  The OBB will implement and coordinate the use of this form with all of the participating railways.  
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